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Effort to save Gowahati. 
Nowgong, Feb. 3, 1864.—My previous 
letters will have informed you of the ne- 
cessity of prompt effort to save Gowaha- 
ti. That stativn has been left alone now 
six years. The non-arrival of a mission- 
ary for them is having a discouraging ef- 
fect, and something must be done at once. 


Encouragement at Nowgong. 


It is a sore trial for us to leave Now- 
gong, in the uncertain state of our health. 
Here, too, at Nowgong our hands are full 
of interesting work, never more hopeful 
than now. ‘The Mikirs are losing their 
fear, and coming in to our worship and 
to school. The tide is rising. I wrote 
in my last that br. Scott would go and 
remain at Gowahati until some one 
should come to relieve him. But we 
feared the effects on the Mikir interest. 
They were disappointed when their 
former teachers, the Tolmans, left, and 
the presence of their present teachers is 
important. 

Besides, what Gowahati needs now is 
a preaching missionary. So, throwing 
personal preferences wholly aside, and 
looking at the great interests of the cause, 
we go, trusting in God for health, strength 
and wisdom. to rear the standard again 
at Gowahati, and stand by the colors 
until you can send us help and relieve 
us next spring, and then we can return. 


il 


I often groan over the ineflicient man- 
ner in which the mission is manned, and 
I feel it now the more in view of the ne- 
cessity of this temporary removal to Gow- 
ahati. You should not have less than 
two men at each station. Then, with 
the blessing of God, large results might 
be realized. 


JOURNAL OF MR. BRONSON. 


Visit to Gowahati—Painful Contrast. 

Nowgong, Nov. 25, 1863.—Br. Scott 
and myself set out by boat to visit our 
people at Gowahati, and the newly form- 
ed outstation at Durrung. With hard 
pulling reached Gowahati at four, P. M., 
the following Saturday. Our native 
brother Kandura, who is in charge of 
the station, with some of the other disci- 
ples, hastened down to the river side the 
moment our boat hove in sight. Both 
the mission bungalows being rented, we 
put up in the school-house, one of the 
brick walls of which having tumbled 
down, we were not very comfortable; 
but they had made every preparation 
for our comfort that the circumstances 
allowed. 

I was painfully reminded of the differ- 
ent state of things in Gowahati now from 
what it was a few years ago, when our 
mission was manned. Then our coming 
was welcomed by fellow missionaries.— 
Then many warm friends and open 
houses received us. Nearly all of these 
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have removed. Mr. Robinson, our best 
male member of the church, died a few 
months ago. New families have taken 
the place of the old. These know us 
not. Similar changes have occurred 
among the natives, so that aside from our 
own little flock, we are in Gowahati al- 
most as strangers. But there is one ad- 
vantage in this. We can pursue our 
great work less interruptedly. 


Sabbath Worship at Gowahati. 


29.—Sabbath. The gong struck at 
eleven o'clock for native worship in our 
pleasant brick chapel. About thirty per- 
sons were present, and some outside lis- 
teners. Preached from Matt. 9: 36—38. 
Subject, Christ's compassion on the mul- 
titudes. Urged upon the disciples the 
duty of feeling for the perishing multi- 
tudes of Assam, and that they should 
make their personal duty to make Christ 
known to their countrymen, a subject of 
special prayer, especially as they had so 
few missionary teachers. 


Affecting Plea for Gowahati. 


The tablet of the lamented Barker, 
-our early associate, placed by friends for 
-whose spiritual good he zealously labored, 
in the wall behind the pulpit, still wit- 
nesses for him, and forbids our ever allow- 
ing this house of prayer to be shut up, or 
‘sold at auction to be converted into a 
“house of merchandise. I thought also of 
Mrs. Barker's late offering to sustain this 
neglected mission, where she herself has 
so long and so faithfully labored, by means 
of the pay and bounty money of her only 
-son, slain in battle; and I said in my 
heart, God forbid that the American 
Baptist Missionary Union should ever 
-say, “Let Gowahati pass from our hands 
and perish.” I thought of the years of 
labor bestowed here. I looked upon the 
little band of disciples and their native 
preacher before us. I thought of the 
many interesting openings around Gow- 
ahati, and felt that I should sin, deeply 
sin, were I not to plead with the Union 
not to think of abandoning Gowahati, 
but to.reanan it speedily. 
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The Garrow Converts. 

At our previous visit at Gowahati, we 
baptized two Garrow disciples.* They 
have had to live in the sepoys’ lines, and 
have been subject to reproach and many 
temptations. But I was happy to find 
them still immovable, bearing the cross 
humbly, and laboring to bring others to 
the Saviour. They expressed their de- 
sire to enjoy the teaching of a missionary, 
so that they could understand and defend 
the Scriptures. They said, “If there was 
a missionary here, or at Gowalpara, we 
would strike our names from the list of 
sepoys, and go and teach our people.— 
But we have no one to teach us, and we 
are too ignorant now to go forth. We 
often get worldly and wicked during the 
week ; but when we come on the Sabbath 
and hear brother Kandura explain the 
Bible, our hearts get happy and fixed. 


Garrow Youth to be Instructed. 


An interesting Garrow youth, who had 
come up from Gowalpara to study and 
to inquire about the Christian religion, 
was with them awaiting our arrival. We 
have brought him to Nowgong with us, 
to instruct him, hoping that he is a cho- 
sen vessel of mercy. I was glad to hear 
Major Agnew, our Commissioner, give 
these Garrow converts a good character. 
They have daily worship at home, and 
try to strengthen each other in the Chris- 
tian course. I think they may be em- 
ployed at once as colporteurs, or Scrip- 
ture readers. Who will give six dollars 
a month each for their support, and send 
them out, with the Bible in hand, to 
their countrymen ? 

A Convert’s Appeal for Help. 

Dec. 4.—The church met on Friday 
evening for business, preparatory to com- 
munion on the following Sabbath. Dur- 
ing the day, our native brother Apinta, 
who was placed out in the Kachari villa- 
ges by brother Danforth, as an assistant, 
came in and joined us in our religious 
exercises. Each spoke freely of their 
religious feelings, temptations and trials. 

* See Mag. for April, p. 106. 
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All expressed a desire to live as Chris- 
tians should, and never go back from the 
Saviour. Apinta plead for himself and 
wife, left for six years alone among idol- 
aters. In the duties of his office he had 
‘had many temptations. With no one to 
help him keep the Sabbath, no one to 
converse with or pray with but his wife, 
and being often ordered to de worldly 
business on the Sabbath, (being collector 
of revenue in a district,) he had become 
almost as worldly as the heathen around 
him. It pained him when he remember- 
ed that his kind teacher, Mr. Danforth, 
placed him where he was, in the hope 
that he would teach his countrymen 
about the Saviour; but none had been as 
yet converted by him. The Kachari 
people around him often listened and ap- 
peared well until they drank liquor; 
then every good impression seemed to 
be lost. “Can't you,” said he, “send a 
Christian brother te live with me, to 
teach and explain the Scriptures, and 
help us in keeping up our regular Sab- 
bath meetings? Would we not come 
out and visit him, his wife and people in 
the month of January, when he and his 
people would have the most leisure to 
hear?” It seems every way important 
to send out a colporteur to join him and 
carry out vigorously br. Danforth’s orig- 
inal plan. The time has come when we 
have some native brethren who can, 
with God’s blessing, do good out in the 
villages; and so long as I remain in this 
mission, I shall ask you to give me the 
means of sending into the harvest field 
every one that can hold a sickle, and 
' gather even a few sheaves for the Mas- 
ter. 


Exclusion, Restoration and Admission. 


We had the painful duty, at our Fri- 
day evening meeting, of excluding one 
member of the church, who for years has 
received the instruction of our missionary 
sisters in Gowahati. Her husband died. 
She had no funds to support herself and 
family. Although work was supplied 
her, yet she fell into temptation and sin, 
and at length married a Mussulman, and 
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says she herself has adopted that religion. 
It was a source of great grief to the little 
church, and it seemed to be their fervent 
prayer that she might yet return to Christ 
and be saved. An old excluded member 
of the church who had manifested great 
hardness and said, “Once out of the 
church, always out,” professed penitence 
and desired forgiveness. She had long 
desired to tell the church this. Her hus- 
band also applied for admission. Those 
two cases the church thought favorably 
of, but wished to have a little more time 
before receiving them. An elderly wo- 
man, formerly a great opposer, but who 
during our former visit expressed peni- 
tence for sin, again presented herself for 
admission, and was cordially received a 
candidate for baptism. 


Licensed Assistant. 

The church was also unanimous in li- 
censing our brother Kandura to preach 
the gospel, wherever God might open 
the door. He had hitherto been improv- 
ing his gift at my request, without li- 
cense from the church. 

The Flock Increasing. 

6.—Declined an invitation to preach 
in the English church, now destitute of 
a chaplain, as we felt it duty to give our 
time to our native Christians, who have 
been so long left alone, and for whose 
benefit we have come among them.— 
Preaching at eleven in the morning. 
Repaired to the water side, immediately 
afterwards, and baptized the candidate 
previously mentioned. Communion at 
four, P. M..—a pleasant and interesting 
occasion. I was gratified to see that 
thirteen rs. was handed in voluntarily 
for the church fund. One by one this 
little band of disciples is increasing, and 
greatly do they need the care of an un- 
der shepherd. 

Parting with the Converts. 

7.—Left the little flock, after spend- 
ing two Sabbaths with them, amid pro- 
testations like the following—“Teachers, 
do listen to us. There are three mission 
stations and three missionaries. We have 
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been left alone six years. Let each sta- 
tion have a missionary to remain at the 
stations. Our teachers sicken and can- 
not live in the hills; let them stay and 
work at the stations, counsel and direct 
us, their assistants. We will go out to 
the people on the hills; we will go and 
live in the villages, and our teachers can 
come and visit and travel with us occa- 
sionally,” &c., &e. 


Native Laborers—A Request. 


Breaking away from them, we set out 
for Durrung, where our native brother 
and preacher, Bhubon, 8. B. Swaim, is 
located. Ascending the Brahmaputra 
two days, we reached his village, and 
found him and his wife living in an hum- 
ble hut, on the very spot where he was 
born. Here, parted from every Christian 
associate, and surrounded by heathen 
relatives and acquaintances, they have 
entered heartily into the work of making 
known the gospel of Christ. 

Both of them are evidently much in- 
terested in their work. His wife, Shree 
Moti Torassee, is often talking and read- 
ing with the women, and wants to gather 
the girls into a school. Will any Sab- 
bath school in America send her five dol- 
lars per month, sixty dollars per year, for 
this object? If friends in America, who 
in past years have contributed to main- 
tain our boarding schools for girls, could 
visit us and ask what good has been ac- 
complished by our means, I would like to 
point them to the wives of several of our 
native Christian brethren, now bringing 
up their families in every way vastly su- 
perior to their heathen neighbors, and 
exerting an influence to enlighten their 
sisters in heathen darkness. 


Idol Worship—Practical Difficulty. 

At this outstation we spent five days, 
including one Sabbath. We lived in a 
little shanty, slept on a bed of straw, and 
held ourselves always ready to talk with 
any who visited us, morning and even- 
ing. Numbers attended our ‘morning 
and evening worship at this place, and 
during the day we visited several villages 
in the vicinity. At one of them we came 
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upon a most obscene stone image of Moha 
Deu, which has for many years been an 
object of worship. Here a large crowd 
collected and listened without disputing, 
while we exposed the sin and folly of 
such worship, and told them of the only’ 
living and true God and Saviour. Two 
or three books were given here, but most 
of the people are unable to read. The 
people generally are cultivators, simple- 
hearted, and have very little regard for 
priests or caste. When we appealed to 
some who had heard considerable about 
the Christian religion, to embrace it,— 
“Yes,” said they, “we are ready as soon 
as others do so. Go and instruct them. 
We believe as you do; but just now it is 
difficult for us to break away from our 
courttrymen. Who will help us in trou- 
ble and sickness? Who will bury us? 
Who will eat with us? To whom shall 
we give our daughters in marriage ?— 
Where shall we get wives for our sons ?” 


An Interesting Gooroo. 


Among other visitors, the case of one 
was specially interesting. We were just 
about sitting down to a social meal, pre- 
pared by our native Christians, when 
two very ordinary looking men approach- 
ed; the leader struck up a tune from a 
rude flute, made of bamboo. “This,” 
said Bhubon, “is my friend, Boga Bhago- 
ti, the gooroo. He always gives notice 
of his coming by the use of the flute. He 
has hundreds of disciples, and has most 
candidly talked with me about the claims 
of the Christian religion, and is carefully 
reading our books. He will be pleased 
at seeing us all eat together. He sat | 
down on a mat placed for him until we 
had eaten, evidently much interested by 
what he saw.” 

New Sect. ~ 

He proved to be a Siri Soitongo Bho- 
kot—a new sect, that is rapidly gaining 
ground in this vicinity and in several 
parts of Assam. This sect began with 
twelve persons, sent out as apostles to 
travel, and preach, and make disciples. 
They believe in one God, the Creator, 
Preserver and Destroyer. They ridicule 
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idol worship, evil spirits, or the gods of 
the mountains, hills and valleys. They 
reject charms and incantations. They 
refuse to worship Hindu priests, and at 
heart reject caste. They meet at night 
to worship, eat and drink, what the rules 
of caste strictly forbid, and are evidently 
working to throw off caste openly. When 
any one wishes to be made a disciple, the 
gooroo first orders him to light a lamp. 
He then proceeds to instruct the candi- 
date thus. God is a spirit, He is light, 
like this lamp. Worship no more idols, 
or evil: spirits, or trees, or anything.— 
Worship God only. Call every body 
brother. Know no distinction of caste. 
Pouring a cup of water on his head, he 
pronounces him a disciple, and adds, 
“Go, teach others. Be humble, forbear- 
ing. If any one reviles you, revile him 
not in return. Injure not him who in- 
jures you.” 

This gooroo is a man of keen intellect. 
Although he has rejected so many errors, 
he has his peculiar ideas about eating no 
flesh but fish, and that his bhokots or dis- 
ciples worship God when they ‘worship 
each other. He says there: is but little 
difference between his belief and Chris- 
tianity ; yet I suspect it will be harder 
for this man to believe on Christ and be 
saved, than it will be for many a gross 
idolater. He urges Bhubon to become 
a brother gooroo, and Bhubon in return 
urges him to become a brother Christian. 
Such a man, truly converted, would be 
like Paul among his countrymen. 


Meeting in a Cow House. 


We found at this outstation that it was 
necessary to make some provision for a 
place of worship, as they were actually 
meeting in a cow-house. Placed a small 
sum in Bhubon’s hands for the erection 
of a temporary building, to be used as a 
chapel and school-house. This outstation 
is only a day and a half distant from 
Apinta’s station, and all around is a 
dense population. 


Parting Request. 
14.—Early this morning parted with 
our native brother and sister, set our 
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faces homeward, and on the evening of 
the sixth day (Saturday) reached our 
families in health and safety. Bhubon’s 
request as we parted was, “Pray for me, 
I am now only Junghy ;” meaning,—“I 
have left all pleasant society and com- 
fort; none around me but untaught idol- 
aters; pray for me.” Christians at home 
should remember such, for they are called 
to deny themselves and grapple with 
many difficulties and much opposition. 


Growing Importance of Assam. 

During this tour I have seen much to 
show that Assam is fast rising in impor- 
tance. Three steamers lay in the river 
before Gowahati. Tea lands are being 
taken up in every direction. The pretty 
hills along the river side, near Gowahati, 
are now covered with tea plants. Tea 
speculators are making independent for- 
tunes in a very short time. A large 
trunk-road is being constructed by the 
government through the whole valley of 
the Brahmaputra, from Bengal to Sadi- 
ya. The telegraph wire, to connect 
Gowa&hati with Bengal and Calcutta, has 
already reached Gowahati. There is a 
change coming over this province. It is 
destined to be an important country. 
Now is the time to follow up with the 
gospel. 


LETTER FROM MR. WARD. 
Baptism at Sibsagor. 

Sibsagor, Jan. 12, 1864.—Last Sabbath 
we had the pleasure of baptizing one 
young man, the oldest child of our native 
Christian community, the teacher of our 
native Christian school. He had been a 
kind of prodigal son; but we trust that 
through the grace to which nothing is 
impossible, he is now a true spiritual be- 
liever in Christ. He had several times 
desired baptism, but I had resolved that 
I would not move in the matter, but 
leave the church to act spontaneously, 
after they had seen abundant evidence 
of the young man’s complete reformation. 
Since he first professed to have found 
mercy of the Lord though he has had 
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many temptations, he has steadily grown 
in the confidence of the members of the 
church and ourselves. Two others have 
expressed a desire to be baptized. Were 
I in haste to baptize, I might have half 
a dozen candidates. We hope and pray 
that the Holy Spirit may make them 
truly heirs of grace; and we shall be 
most happy to receive them into the 
inner temple by the rite which belongs 
to believers only. 


JOURNAL OF MR. SCOTT. 
Tour to the Mikir Hills. 


Nowgong, Jan. 25, 1864.—Br. Bronson 
and myself have just returned from an 
interesting tour of the Mikir hills. I 
copy a few extracts from my journal. 

Jan. 5.—We left home, accompanied 
by Sunaram, my native teacher, and 
Thang Long, a Mikir youth who has 
been studying with us for several months. 
He is our guide. 

Healing the Sick. 
7.—Entered the first Mikir village on 
our route. We were here last year.— 
The villagers at once recognized. us, and 
flocked around to hear our words and to 
get medicine. The order of a missiona- 
ry’s outfit is, 1. A Bible; 2. Medicine 
chest ; 3. Hymn-book, &c. Christ healed 
the sick that were brought to Him.— 
Wherever the missionary goes, he is be- 
set by those afflicted with divers diseases. 
To refuse help to these sufferers when 
one can relieve them with little trouble, 
is to throw away an element of power, 
while such relief given opens the door to 
the hearts of the people. 


Brahmin Missionary. 
We here met a sly old brahmin, who 
is also on a missionary tour to gain dis- 


ciples to his faith and to prejudice the 


‘people against Christianity. Seeing the 
villagers gathering around us, he came 
and quietly took a seat a little way off, 
apparently as an earnest listener to the 
truth. But hearing his favorite doc- 
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exposed in all their absurdity before the 
people, he marched up boldly to their 
rescue, and threw down the glove for 
combat. Of course his challenge was 
accepted. For atime he maintained a 
spirited contest; but very soon he found 
it too hot a place for him in the hands of 
br. B. and my pundit, who were well 
skilled in all the arts of his cunning ar- 
guments. Observing also that the good 
sense and tide of feeling in the crowd 
were with us, he betook himself to his 
last and most forcible argument, a dog- 
ged, defiant silence, till we were done 
with him. After we were gone, he 
doubtless reviewed the whole argument 
before the people, with such explanations 
as would tend to establish his faith and 
falsify ours. We find many such men 
secretly at work among the Mikirs. But 
as yet their success is not very encourag- 
ing to them. The manly spirit of the 
Mikir is not easily persuaded to yield 
servile homage to either priest or idol. 
Idols are an abomination tothem. They 
worship, only the Unseen. 


Waiting for a Teacher. 

8.—Pangti village, where Mrs. Tolman 
remained some time during br. T’s tours, 
Considerable interest is manifested in 
our preaching. The women gathering 
about me began, “The Tolman mem 
sahib once lived with us. She loved us 
much and we loved her much. We are 
waiting for her to come back, as she 
promised when she went away. When 
will she come?” I could only answer, 
**Yes, she still loves you much, and but 
for sickness in her family she would soon 
come back.” “But,” said they, “when 
you were here last year, you told us that 
you had a mem sahib like her, and that 
you would bring her when you came 
again. But we do not see her. Has 
she, too, gone over the sea?” “No,” I 
replied, “but since last year the great 
God has given her a ‘ba-ba’ boy, as yet 
too young to be left alone or brought 
through the jungles to the hills.” 

These people are thus waiting and 


trines assailed and in danger ofbeing 


watching for a Christian teacher to come 
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and live among them. And but for the 
earnest warnings of the older residents 
of the country, we should not leave these 
shepherdless ones to wait and watch for 
another year. Doubtless these wild, 
malarious jungles in some way praise 
Him who made them thus, even though 
they forbid his ambassadors a dwelling 
among them. But the Sower can pass 
through their gloomy paths, casting in 
the seed of truth as He goes. AsI go 
from village to village and from house to 
house amid these wilds, my heart cries 
out, “‘When shall these be the homes of 
Christian men?” The thirty-fifth chap- 
ter of Isaiah gives me great comfort; for 
all the promises of God “in Him are yea 
and in Him amen.” 


A Christian Magistrate. 


9.—Reached the village of Sarnem, 
the home of Thang Long. He had sent 
word of our coming; so that we found a 
house built for us on our arrival. We 
were received with a hearty welcome. 
On Sabbath, had a very attentive audi- 
ence. But so little Assamese %& under- 
stood, that only a few were able to com- 
prehend even the simplest truths. We 
greatly needed an interpreter. At this 
village we were met by Rong Bong, the 
first and as yet only baptized Mikir.— 
He came from his village, one day dis 
tant, to guide us to his home. He isa 
Mozadar, i. e., an officer appointed by 
Government to take charge of a certain 
district, usually containing from twenty- 
five to forty villages, assess and collect 
taxes, furnish laborers, provisions, &c., 
for Government service when required. 
In short, he is clothed with the authority 
of a petty tributary king. These officers 
are almost without exception “full of op- 
pression and robbery.” There are but 
two Christian mozadars in Assam, so far 
as we can learn. Rong Bong is one of 
them. He. suffers reproach and scorn 
from other officers, because he has taken 
the Christian name and refuses to strike 
hands with them in their wickedness. 
As a term of contempt, they call him 
“Rong Bong Christian.” But he thus 
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far stands firm, “choosing rather to suffer 
affliction with the people of God.” We 
hope to reap the advantages of his wide- 
spread influence. We feel it now. He 
has built a fine school-house in his village 
at his own expense; also a comfortable 
house for us, in the hope that we would 
occupy it this year. 


Hospitable Reception—Mikir Preaching. 


15.—Paisa, the home of Sar Lok, an- 
other of our Mikir boys. He had taken 
leave from school after we left Nowgong, 
and went to give his people notice of our 
coming. A new house, with mats all 
laid, was waiting our arrival, and pleas- 
ant, though strange faces greeted us, 
with a hearty welcome. Rice, fowls, 
yams, eggs, &c., were brought for us 
with all that generous hospitality which 
everywhere characterizes the Mikir. 

Sabbath evening—We have had a 
large and unusually interesting congre- 
gation to-day. Many from neighboring 
villages came in to hear us. But here 
again we find so little acquaintance with 
the Assamese, that but few could lay 
hold on the truth. Save on the counte- 
nances of those few, there was that blank 
expression which told of darkness within, 
though striving to get the light. Br. B. 
preached from Luke 2: 10. When, now 
and then, such few Mikir words as we 
had picked up were uttered, at once as 
their ear caught the familiar sound, every 
eye kindled with a new light. O fora 
Mikir tongue! I am more than ever as- 
sured that the gospel must be given them 
in their own language, though on com- 
mon business subjects they can converse 
quite freely in Assamese. This is the 
largest village we have seen, and within 
three hours’ walk are eight or ten other 
villages. Also it is a healthy location. 

Christian Hymns. 


Last evening, just as I was going to, 
sleep, my ear caught a familiar sound. 
I listened. It came from a group of hea- 
then children near our tent. They were 
singing in charming harmony that song, 
“There is a happy land.” How my heart 
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leaped with a strange joy as this song 
thrilled my soul, blending dear memories 
of the past with fond visions of the fu- 
ture. I rose from my bed and joined 
their song. 

The Children’s Testaments. 


18.—To-day met Bura, another of our 
Mikir pupils. He came out some dis- 
tance into the jungle, to greet and con- 
duct us to his village. He also had asked 
leave from school to give notice to his 
people. Here, too, we were met with a 
warm welcome. We find an interesting 
state of things. As soon as these lads 
learn to read, we give them a Testa- 
ment. I find that these boys are in the 
constant practice of taking their Testa- 
ments home at each visit, and reading 
them to their village neighbors. Let 
me here say to those of the Sabbath 
school children who gave me money to 
buy Testaments for the heathen children, 
These are the Testaments your money 
bought. Yes, children, your dimes. and 
quarters have already begun their bless- 
ed mission of travelling through Indian 
jungles, preaching Christ. Are there 
not others who wish to have their pen- 
nies and dimes doing the same work? I 
shall be most happy to act still as your 
agent... 


Inquiring Chief. 


At this village, we were listened to 
with deep interest apparently. There 
was one man of unusual earnestness.— 
He is the chief of a village some miles 
distant. Having heard of our expected 
coming, he came with rice, fowls, &c., to 
meet us at this village. He at once 
made known his wish to hear of our 
“new religion.” Being imperfectly ac- 
‘quainted with the Assamese language, 
he could not lay hold upon the truth with 
clearness, but saw “as through a glass 
darkly.” In the evening he staid unsat- 
isfied till a late hour, and the morning 
found him at our tent door before we 
awoke. He accompanied us to the next 
village. On the way, from the top of a 
high hill, he pointed out the curling 
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smoke of his own village nestled among 
the distant hills, and he greatly wished 
us to go and speak our good words to his 
people. But from where we were it was 
difficult of access, while before us on our 
direct way lay many villages. He seemed 
much pleased when I told him that at my 
next trip to the hills I would visit him 
and his people, if God permitted. He 
promised us to abstain from sacrificing to 
the mountain deities for one year, though 
he greatly feared they would be angry 
and kill him and destroy his village. 


Character of the Mikirs. 


I seem to have only begun the record 
of what we saw and heard. We visited 
about twenty-five villages. During this 
visit we could do little more than to be- 
gin an acquaintance, yet hoping that not 
all the precious seed sown will be lost. 
The more intimate my acquaintance with 
the Mikirs, the more deeply I am inter- 
ested in this peculiar people. Of large 
stature, muscular and active, they are 
proverbially peaceable. From their en- 
emies ever fleeing, never fighting, while 
among themselves such harmony pre- 
vails, that though rarely less than two or 
three families live in each house, 1 have 
never in all my travels among them, 
heard an angry or unpleasant word.— 
They are strangers to family and neigh- 
borhood quarrels. According to the lat- 
est estimate by government officers, the 
Mikirs number from 30,000 to 40,000. 

They have never had a written lan- 
guage. But they are not always to sit 
in darkness. Already they are waking 
up from their sleep of ages. They begin 
to realize that they are beings created 
for a higher destiny than simply to eat 
and drink and die. We have now nine 
of their young men and lads with us, 
learning to read and write, and receiving 
instruction in the Christian religion.— 
They are preparing to return with us to 
the hills as teachers of their countrymen. 
Many others we find desiring to come 
and learn in the same way. 

Who will Help? 
But these lads and their parents are 
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poor, unable to support themselves in 
school. If we bring them to the plain to 
live and learn with us, we must give 
them house, food, clothes, books, teach- 
ers. These all cost money. Where is 
it tocome from? Shall I ask the Mis- 
sionary Union, already burdened with 
many calls, for an appropriation for this 
purpose? Or, will some Christian heart 
be touched by the silent appeal of these 
lads and their fellows, and send relief? 
Or, shall we feed and clothe them from 
the money allowed for our own food and 
raiment, as we now are doing? Or, 
when these sources fail, shall they be 
sent back, thirsting for the water of life, 
to their dark home, to live and die in 
the gloom of a rayless night, uncheered 
by the bright hope of a glorious resurrec- 
tion morning? No, brethren, they must 
not be sent back thus. Their souls are 
precious. They feel it. Ifeel it. You 
feel it. Let us strike hands afresh for 
their deliverance ! 

In a few years by the blessing of God, 
these young men now with us are to be 
the standard bearers of the Cross among 
their countrymen. Upon them depends 
under God very largely the early success 
of our labors. 

Will not some church, Sabbath school 
or individual take up one of these youths 
and educate him and give him a name ?. 
All expenses can be met with twenty-five 
dollars per year. 


LETTER FROM MRS. SCOTT. 
The Mikirs Waking. 

Nowgong, Jan. 14, 1864.—My heart 
yearns over my poor, ignorant Mikir 
sisters, and I fear I shall never be able 
to do much for them, unless I can visit 
them in their own mountain homes. The 
Mikirs are waking up as they never have 
done before, to the interest of their in- 
tellectual and spiritual welfare. 

They are now evincing a great desire 
for books. Especially do they seem de- 
sirous to read the word of God and learn 
about our holy religion. 

The Mikir lads, of whom we now have 
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ten under religious instruction, are never 
better pleased than when we talk to 
them of the great and merciful God, who 
gave his Son a ransom for sinful men. 

The godly fear and reverence evinced 
by them might well put to shame many 
of our Sabbath school lads in Christian 
America. One of them who has been 
with us only a few weeks, said to mea 
few days ago, when I was trying to ex- 
plain the 3d commandment, “Madam, on 
account of that commandment I lie down 
to sleep and arise in the morning without 
prayer, just like a beast. I want to 
pray ; I feel sometimes that I must pray ; 
but I tremble and fear lest I might take 
the name of God in vain. O madam, 
please tell me what is it to take the name 
of God in vain ?” 

My knowledge of the language is not 
sufficient yet to make the truth very 
clear to these inquiring minds, and I am 
frequently under the necessity of calling 
on my good sister B. to help me out of 
my difficulties. My interest in these 
dear Mikirs increases every day. 

Messrs. Scott and Bronson are now on 
the hills and will probably be gone about 
a month. Shortly after their return, 
Mr. S. and I will start for Gowahati. 
From reliable sources we learn that the 
Mikirs can be reached from that station, 
as well if not better, than from this. We 
will at least remain at Gowahati during 
the’ rains, and do what we can for the 
little church there. O that this Jubilee 
year may echo over the sea in the ears of 
Christians in America a glad jubilant song 
from many a heart which has hitherto 
dwelt in the thick darkness of heathen- 
ism. 


NINGPO MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. KNOWLTON. 
Visit to Kinghwa. - 

Ningpo, Dec. 30, 1863.—I intend to 
start for a tour to Kinghwa on the 12th 
or 13th. I should have left some time 
since, but have been waiting for Chu 
Teh-king, a younger brother of Chu 
Teh-piao ; but his business has detained 
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him, and whether he will go with me or 
not is still uncertain. It is quite a dis- 
appointment to me, as I hoped to estab- 
lish him there as an assistant. I fear 
that mammon is getting a controlling in- 
fluence over him. There is a young 
man however at Kinghwa, by the name 
of Nyi, who formerly spent several 
months at Ningpo, of whom all who know 
him speak highly, and who, since his 
baptism, has been a faithful, active Chris- 
tian, and is a pretty good scholar. I 
have hopes that this man will become a 
reliable and useful assistant. The pres- 
ent number of members from Kinghwa is 
fourteen ; whom I intend to organize into 
achurch at this visit. I shall probably 
be absent a month or six weeks. 


The Jubilee Meeting. 


American Baptists come so far short 
of doing for missions according to their 
ability and duty,—a large number of 
churches indeed doing nothing—that a 
meeting for fasting and prayer would 
seem more appropriate than a Jubilee. 
You may think this the language of de- 
spondency. But no; it is apparent that 
the great majority of those even who do 
something for missions, are interested 
only incidentally and superficially in the 
work, and not with the whole-souled, 
determined interest and purpose, by 
which great enterprises are accomplish- 
ed. The conversion of the world to 
God, being the greatest of all great en- 
terprises, demands an intensity of inter- 
est, a firmness of purpose and an energy 
of effort which the churches have hardly 
begun to exercise. To be sure, much 
has been accomplished, and it is very 
appropriate to have a Jubilee, and thank 
and praise God for his mercy. And I 
should enjoy much the privilege of meet- 
ing those interested in this great work, 
and uniting with them in thanksgiving 
to the Lord for the rich displays of his 
grace in heathen lands. Still, I feel that 
were I present at the Jubilee, the 
thoughts of the vast work that still re- 
mains to be accomplished, and of the 
small and utterly inadequate interest 
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manifested in it, would greatly detract 
from the pleasure. However, I trust 
that meeting will serve to deepen the in- 
terest, and excite to greater efforts than 
have hitherto been put forth. 

Variation of Dialects. 

The Ningpo dialect is spoken purely 
only within a radius of thirty or forty 
miles; beyond that distance, for another 
thirty or forty miles the dialect gradually 
becomes so changed as to form a new di- 
alect; and so, as we pass on from one 
place to another, the colloquial dialect 
is constantly changing. What is called 
the Mandarin or official dialect varies so 
little as to be understood throughout the 
empire by those who have learned it. 
The dialect at Kinghwa is so different 
from that at Ningpo, that two uneducated 
persons, who can only speak the common 
vulgar colloquial, cannot at first under- 
stand more than one sentence in ten of 
each other’s talk. By omitting some 
provincialisms and mixing in a little of 
the official dialect, of which most trades- 
men and literary men have a little smat- 
tering, these two classes of persons can 
with some difficulty understand each oth- 
er. A missionary, therefore, who intends 
to labor in any particular locality, should 
at once go to the place and learn the di- 
alect there spoken. To labor to acquire 
first another dialect, would be labor lost, 
and time thrown away. 


RANGOON MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. CARPENTER. 


Visit to the Villages. 

Ratho, Jan. 5, 1864.—We have been 
sojourners here for about one month. 
Raytho is a large Christian Karen village 
in br. ‘Vinton’s field, some thirty-five 
miles north of Rangoon. We made the 
journey in bullock carts, passing through 
the two villages of Kambet and Ananben. 
In the latter place we spent a night, ex- 
periencing much kindness from the Bur- 
mese pastor. We had a little prayer- 
meeting in the evening. If you had been 
there, you would aod shaken the hand 
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of every member of that little church, 
and you would have heard the good man 
tell of his own entrance out of darkness 
into light, and what God had enabled 
him to do for his friends and neighbors. 
These villages are outstations of Ran- 
goon, under br. Stevens’ care. 

Our object in coming hither was not 
so much to engage in proper missionary 
labor,—for this we cannot yet do effect- 
ively,—as to become familiar with the 
language as it is spoken in the jungle, 
and to learn the ways and character of 
the Karens themselves. Our opportuni- 
ties for becoming acquainted with the 
people have been better than we expect- 
ed,—far better than we could have wish- 
ed ; for great trouble came upon them in 
the sudden death of their excellent pas- 
tor, Mau Yay. 


Death of a Karen Pastor. 


Just as we had finished prayers in the 
chapel at sunset on the last day of the 
old year, a young man came in, breath- 
less and greatly agitated, saying that 
teacher Mau Yay was shot. Within two 
or three minutes, I suppose every man 
and boy in the village was on his way to 
the scene of the accident, and many of 
the women had commenced their pecu- 
liar wailing and lamentation as for the 
dead. We hoped that the wound was 
not serious, and busied ourselves in get- 
ting everything ready for his reception. 
Shortly after I went out to meet him. 
As I came up, the litter stopped. I 
pressed some cordial to his lips, but the 
light of the lantern told a mournful story. 
He showed no signs of life. 
not believe that the strong man was really 
dead ; and, hastening the bearers, we re- 
turned to the house to make, if possible, 
one effort to save him. But it was too 
late. His faithful friends laid the body 
carefully and tenderly upon the bed. It 
was not yet cold; but the heart beat no 
longer; and as we worked over him, the 
limbs grew stiff and cold. The wound 
was in the upper part of the right thigh, 
The bullet passed clear through, shatter- 
ing the bone, and so high up that a suc- 
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cessful use of the tourniquet would have 
been difficult, even if a skilful person, 
with the requisite means, had been at 
hand. 

He went out to shoot jungle fowl with 
a friend, Koh-neu-moo by name. In a 
dense thicket, coming up from an unex- 
pected direction, he was mistaken for a 
bear or wild hog, and received the fatal 
shot. Poor Koh-neu-moo has continued 
ever since weighed down with grief.— 
He has received a great deal of religious 
instruction in the families and schools of 
the missionaries, and was for two years 
an assistant of the devoted Whitaker, on 
the Toungoo mountains. He has preach- 
ed a good deal since, but of late has been 
drawn into government service as a sur- 
veyor. 

Secular Work and the Ministry. 


It is not strange that fifty rs. per month 
and easy work should have attractions 
for a man who receives but ten. The 
heavenly reward seems remote, and loses 
some of its reality at times, to the native 
Christian as well as to his teachers. A 
Karen can frame as plausible an argu- 
ment with which to silence his conscience 
as an American. “With fifty rupees a 
month, I can support a preacher myself. 
In the pursuit of my business, I come 
upon many out of the way places, where 
no preacher ever goes. All Christians 
cannot be preachers. The church needs 
good, pious surveyors. The best preach- 
ing is that of a consistent life,” &c., &e. 
He would not be likely to add, as he 
might if it were suggested to him,—A 
true, Christian surveyor can exert an in- 
fluence over minds which no professional 
clergyman can reach. 

We hope this event will lead him again 
to consecrate himself to the service of his 
Master, and to do all that he can to re- 
pair the loss which the Karen church has 
sustained, and for which he feels himself 
in some degree responsible. 

Death of Another Karen Pastor. 

This accident causes us all the more 
sadness, because it follows so closely the 
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death of another valuable ordained man 
in this district. Only two weeks before, 
Shway-Poo, the pastor of a church which 
was set off from this a few years ago, 
was shot under precisely similar cireum- 
stances, and died almost instantly. But 
one ordained Karen pastor is left in the 
whole Rangoon field. Br. Vinton will 
miss them both very much, for they were 
his right hand men. Mau Yay, espe- 
cially, was a tried man. He had been 
through great persecutions in Burmese 
times for his faith and for his persistency 
in preaching the gospel. We believe 
that now his spirit is among the blessed. 


Reverence for the Sabbath. 


One little incident came under my 
own notice, which showed the character 
of the man. A week ago last Saturday, 
a gentleman in government service came 
to Raytho for the purpose of prospecting 
the route of a proposed new road from 
Raytho to Pegu city, to unite at this 
place with the new Rangoon and Prome 
road. He expressed at once the inten- 
tion of spending the afternoon and night 
only with us, saying that his business was 
pressing and obliged him to continue his 
journey the next day. The necessity 
was not so apparent to us, for his journey 
from Rangoon had been made in a very 
leisurely manner, shooting by the way 
and spending some time with a brother 
officer. But he said he must go, and 
should require the headman of the vil- 
lage to furnish him with a guide. I said 
nothing until evening. When the Ka- 
rens had returned to their houses and 
eaten their rice, they came up to us in a 
body, with Mau Yay at their head. I 
stated to him the requisition and asked 
for his reply. 

“To-morrow is Sunday, teacher, but 
this man is the governor’s servant ; what 
shall we do?” I told him that he knew 
the law of God as well as I, and must an- 
swer for himself, as he thought would 
please God best. After a little consulta- 
tion with the leading men, the reply came 
in this form. “We are Christian Karens, 
and are not accustomed to travel on the 
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Sabbath; but the Burmans, who do not 
worship God, have no Sabbath. We will — 
send for their headman and let him fur- 
nish the white stranger a guide.” Wheth- 
er Mau Yay in the absence of a mission- 
ary would have had the firmness to take 
this position and hold it under a threat 
of punishnient, I do not feel sure; but I 
am quite sure that he never would suffer 
one of his people to do it voluntarily. If - 
done at all, it would be under protest, as 
a service which the magistrate would 
compel them to render. As to Mr. . 
he was too much of a gentleman either to 
show that he was cut by the implied re- 
buke, or to dissent from the proposed ar- 
rangement. 

This I fear is but a specimen of the 
stumbling blocks that are continually 
thrown in the way of the heathen and 
native Christians by godless men, who 
wear the dress and bear the name of 
Christians. 

There is great need of prayer for these 
large flocks that are thus left shepherd- 
less. We feel also, as never before, the 
need for them and for us of more Chris- 
tian knowledge and a deeper spiritual- 
mindedness. 


BASSEIN MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. CRAWLEY. 

Mr. Crawley, of the Henthada Mission, being 
on a visit to Mrs. Ingalls at Thongzai in Dec., 
1863, arranged to accompany her to Bassein, 
and spend a few weeks before the meeting of 
the Association in aiding br. Douglass. Under 
date of Bassein, Jan. 20, 1864, he writes as fol- 


-lows: 


Preaching in Bassein. 

We have been here since the 1st inst. 
Several native preachers came with us, 
and after preaching from house to house 
during the day, we have had a meeting 
every evening in the town, among the 
heathen. The attendance has been large, 
and on every occasion the audience has 
been most orderly and attentive. The 
result will prove, we hope, that the good 
seed has not been sown in vain. 

The delegates have now all arrived 
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and the Associational meetings will com- 
mence to-morrow. 


HENTHADA MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. CRAWUEY. 
Statistics. 

Jan. 20, 1864.—There are two outsta- 
tions, Danoobyoo and Myiudai; and six 
native preachers, stationed as follows ; at 
Henthada, one; at Danoobyoo, one; at 
Myiudai, two ; and two itinerants. Stu- 
dying with a view to becoming assistants, 
three. 

These all, students as well as assistants, 
with the exception of one, who is partially 
supported from the United States, are 
sustained by the churches in Nova Scotia 
and New Brunswick, and Prince Ed- 
ward's Island. 

Baptized during the year, four. At 
present connected with the church, 43. 

Though the number baptized during 
the year is small, still there is more 
markedly than in previous years, an 
awakening among the people, a spirit of 
inquiry, and a willingness to hear the 
truth, which are most encouraging. 

At Myiudai, twenty miles below Hen- 
thada, a new interest has commenced, 
and a small church has been established. 
There are there now several candidates 
for baptism. 

Schools—Contributions. 

The school in’ Henthada has this year 
had an increase in numbers from among 
the heathen. A new school has been 
auspiciously commenced at Myiudai.— 
Both these schools are sustained by funds 
from the British Provinces. 

Rs. 200 have been contributed by the 
members of the church for all benevolent 
purposes,—a fact which furnishes an in- 
dication that the native Christians are 
maturing from year to year under the 
influences of the gospel. 


The First Decade in the Henthada Mission. 


A few months more will complete the 
first decade in the history of the mission. 
The present number of communicants 


does not, it must be remembered, repre- 
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sent all that the mission has accomplished 
for Burmah. If such a representation is 
attempted, all who have died in faith 
must be included. But how shall we es- 
timate the silent, unobserved, but no less 
certain influence which has been exerted 
far and wide by the persistent preaching 
of Christ crucified,.and by the distribu- 
tion of tracts, bearing to the eye the 
same blessed story? 


PROME MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. SIMONS. 
Religious Services. 

Prome, Jan. 12, 1864.—We began the 
year with prayer, in concert with Chris- 
tians in England and India, from whom 
circulars had been received. Closed the 
meeting with the communion service on 
Lord’s day. 

Religious services in the town have 
been regularly conducted in the same 
places as reported last year, with an ad- 
ditional afternoon service occasionally at 
Myaben, distant two miles, where two 
assistants, Ko Bo and Moung En, and 
other members reside. On Lord’s day 
the children are assembled atnine, A. M., 
the service for preaching commencing at 
half-past ten, excepting for two or three 
months in the hottest season, when half- 
past seven, A. M., is preferred. 

At the close of the month of February, 
a general three days’ meeting was held, at 
which assistants and others were present 
from some of the outstations. On Sat- 
urday there was an interesting service, at 
which addresses were delivered by several 
assistants who had recently been at dif- 
ferent and distant parts of the district, 
laboring among the Burmese, Karens and 
Kyens. On Lord’s day seven persons 
were baptized, and shortly after the bap- 
tism the communion was administered. 
On Tuesday, March 3d, Ko Shway 
Mgyo was set apart to the work of an 
evangelist by ordination. 

As Ko Hmong and Ko Myat Poo had 
been laboring for a short time successfully 


at the village of Myoung near Myodwen, 
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in the Tharrawadi district, where Moung 
Shangalay and others reside, it was de- 
sirable to have an ordained native as- 
sistant there, and Ko Shway Mgyo was 
sent. Soon after he had commenced his 
labors, he sent a letter to say that there 
were several good inquirers, and some 


were asking for baptism. Six persons . 


were baptized there by Mr. Kincaid in 
April. 
Persecution for Christ's Sake. 

Ko Shway Mgyo soon had to suffer 
petsecution. A man, whose wife with 
her parents were members of the church, 
and at whose house he boarded and 
lodged, charged him with stealing his 
clothes, and was about to have him ar- 
rested ; but his friend Moung Shangalay 
and others stood security for him, while 
the case was being examined. The ac- 
cuser soon became ashamed of his con- 
duct, confessed that the charge was false, 
and that it was his deep-set hatred to the 
Christians and their religion which caused 
him to bring the accusation against the 
teacher, hoping thereby to bring him and 
them to disgrace. As he had confessed 
his fault and begged forgiveness, he was 
forgiven. Ko Shway Mgyo’s expenses 
for travelling and living were met by 
Moung Shangalay and others. 

Religious Interest at Enma. 

In the middle of the rainy season, En- 
ma was visited by that dreadful scourge, 
the cholera, and several of the inhabitants 
were suddenly taken off by it; but only 
one of the disciples, and he an elderly 
person, died. The medicines with which 
they were supplied, taken in the early 
stages of the disease, were the means of 
saving them, their families, and some of 
their neighbors. A deeper interest in 
favor of the religion of Jesus Christ has 
been gradually increasing among the in- 
habitants, and several have been bap- 
tized. Ko Shway Mgyo, on a visit to 
his family, reported by letter that he had 
baptized twelve persons, that three good 
inquirers had gone to Thongzai on busi- 
ness, where they expected to be baptized, 
and four were still remaining. Moung 
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Shway Mee, a Karen assistant, has been 
stationed some time among the Karens at 
Enma, and has taught a small school. A 
few meet with him and his wife for wor- 
ship on Lord's day ; no opposition is now 
shown. The inhabitants of a village near 
by have expressed a wish for an assistant 
to be placed among them to teach their 
children to read, and to explain to them 
the word of God. 


Encouragement at Thayet. 

Ko Myat Poo has spent two months at 
Thayet, and has been much encouraged 
to see the change among the Burmese 
inhabitants. Formerly they showed much 
opposition ; now all are willing to hear, 
and anxious to have books; some are, good 
inquirers. The same encouraging fea- 
tures are observed at Meaday and Allan- 
myo, villages across the river. As the 
funds for native assistants were hardly 
sufficient to pay one-half of them, and 
Mr. Rose wished to have Ko Myat Poo to 
assist him, he has gone to Rangoon. 

Journal Items. 

A spirit of inquiry is abroad. The fol- 
lowing notes are a few among many, of 
visitors coming for books and tracts. 

Feb. 11—Four Kyens from Kangoo 
village, which is seven miles from Pa- 
doung, towards the western Yoma range 
of mountains. It numbers 100 houses. 

12.—A headman from Kathinga vil- 
lage, in an opposite direction, towards the 
eastern range. It has fifty houses.— 
Three men from Shwaydoung, paramats ; 
they said they did not worship idols nor 
the priests. 

13.—Two men from Menhla, Burmah 
Proper. They had read our books and 
wanted more. 

14.—Some brokers from the river side. 

March 1.—A young man came with 
others to witness the baptism. Having 
often applied for books for himself and 
acquaintances, he had derived benefit 
from them, and had given up idol wor- 
ship at the pagoda. 

11.—Some books and tracts had been 
taken to Mahathamau, and among them 
one recently written by Mr. Stevens, 
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“Thou shall not kill.” It was read with 
interest by many, and women who could 
not read were attentive listeners. 

Aug. 23.—Returning from a visiting 
tour, heard a boy reading aloud the tract, 
“Glad Tidings,” on the verandah of a 
house where was a small school. Several 
women living in the neighborhood were 
present, apparently attentive hearers. 


31.—Six men from Shwaydoung, re- 


turning home, called for a supply of 
books. They heard Ko Kong preach at 
Ko Bwah’s house the night before, and 
seemed interested in what they heard. 

Sept. 12.—Nine men from Shway- 
doung and six from Padoung, all desirous 
of information about the religion of Jesus 
Christ. 

Oct. 1.—An old man with his son came 
for medicine. He is a good inquirer, be- 
lieves in the existence of one only living 
and true God, the maker and preserver 
of all things. Looking towards the gar- 
den he said, “I see the evidences of his 
existence in the trees, the flowers, birds 
and everything.” He often meets with 
Ooyah, the old Shan man, and Oo Shway 
O, another disciple, and obtains informa- 
tion from them on religious subjects.— 
Ko Kong and Moung Yan Gen have 
often spoken to him of Jesus Christ, the 
Saviour of men. 

Nov. 4.—A young man from Sandoway, 
in service at Prome, had heard of our 
books, and was desirous of getting some. 
His family did not believe in idol wor- 
ship. 

Dec. 6.—A respectable merchant said 
he was familiar with the laws of Gaudama. 
He wished to have books which would 
inform him of the Eternal God and his 
laws. On leaving, he promised to read 
the books carefully, and said he did not 
believe in a God that was dead. 

11.—Two young men from Shway- 

doung professed to be inquirers. They 
had left off the worship of idols, and 
were desirous of all the information they 
could get of the Eternal God. 

12.—Moung Net, from Pagan Burmah 
Proper, brought strangers with him for 
books. He had often called before, said 
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he believed in the religion of Jesus Christ 
and was the teacher’s disciple. 
14.—The relatives of Ko Poo, the as- 
sistant, two men, seventeen women and 
seven children from a village near the 
east Yoma range of mountains, had come 
to worship at the pagoda. Some of the 
*women, matronly looking, said they could 
read. They took a good supply of books 
and tracts for themselves and neighbors. 


The baptisms for the year have been 
44; males, 18, females, 26; viz., Burmese, 
$1; Karens, 9; Kyens, 3; Chinese, 1.— 
Baptized at Prome, 12; Enma, 12; Kan- 
seh, 10; Myoung, 10. The Karen as- 
sistants state the number of converts to 
be 20, as the fruits of their labors; but 
11 were baptized by Mr. Thomas, whose 
names have not as yet been entered on 
the church records. Forty-four entered, 
and eleven not entered give the full 
number 55. Excluded, 11. Died, 5; 
leaving an increase of 39, which, added 
to 226, makes the present number 265. 
Most of the cases of discipline were of 
long standing. These persons know that 
to return there must be evidence of re- 
pentance. 

Among the deaths, was the wife of Ko 
Kong, the pastor of the Prome church, a 
person in the prime of life. She was 
drowned in the river on the evening of 
May 11, and her body was found on the 
morning of the 13th, opposite our resi- 
dence, some distance from the spot where 
the accident occurred. She had gone to 
the river to bathe and to fetch water, as 
is usual with nearly all the Burmese fe- 
males. Her feet were on the edge of a 
rock, when she lost her balance in reach- 
ing over to fill her earthen pot. The 
river being deep close by, and an eddy 
formed by the rocks, all efforts to save 
her proved fruitless. She was a good 
woman, always ready to get rice cooked 
for the assistants and others, when they 
came from the country to put up at her 
house. Removed so suddenly, it was a 
great affliction to her husband and rela- 
tives. She left two children to mourn 
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her loss, one a lad nearly grown, by a 
former husband, and a little boy about 
five years old. 

Books have been sold to the amount 
of 381.4. Materials are in prepara- 
tion for the new chapel. The first do- 
nation received towards the expenses of 


building is from a friend to the cause re-. 


siding in Aberdeen, Scotland. He is a 
retired medical officer, formerly residing 
in Burmah. He has sent rs. 50 also to 
the Toungoo Karen mission. 


MISSION TO THE SHANS. 


LETTER FROM MR. BIXBY. 


In the Magazine for May, pp. 129—133, Mr. 
Bixby was reported on the eve of a journey to 
the Shan countr$. The following was written 
after he had been a week on the way. 


On the Way. 

Kyah Maing, Karen Village, on the 
Mountain Top, Dec. 28, 1863.— When I 
last wrote, I did not expect to write again 
very soon, as we were on the eve of our 
departure to the Shan country. But as 
an opportunity occurs to seud back let- 
ters, 1 feel quite sure friends will be glad 
to hear from us, even though it be but 
through a hastily written line. 1 shall 
not attempt to forward our journals at 
present ; for we are not sure that pack- 
ages will go safely. But if we can send 
a few lines at different stages of our jour- 
ney, we shall be most happy to do so. 

We have been absent from home just 
one week ; the distance travelled is small, 
even when compared with a weck’s jour- 
ney in this slow country ; nevertheless, it 
has been a most successful week's travel. 
It was necessary on such a journey, of 
four or five months’ duration, provided 
we are not interfered with, over high 
mountains and through deep gorges, with 
only the merest bridle-path, and with our 
burdens borne on the bare shoulders of 
wen, that -we should commence moder- 
ately. Furthermore, we have felt it to 
be duty to preach as we go, to such as 


are willing to listen to our message. 
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Efforts to Suppress the Insurrection. 

There is an extensive insurrection in 
the Shan States, and the Burman king 
has sent forth thousands of soldiers to 
suppress the rebels. Several of the roads 
leading to the Shan States are blockaded, 
to prevent the Shans from escaping to 
British Burmah. On this account it is 
generally thought we shall find it difli- 
cult, if not impossible, to get through ; 

“but the Lord’s providences up to this 
day, with my own inward convictions, 
all indicate that the time has come to 
undertake this mission to the Shans, and 
I shall go on till I can go no further. 

To escape the blockade we are crossing 
high mountain ranges by a more circuit- 
ous route, which leads, however, through 
the Bghai Karen country where we now 
are, more than three thousand feet above 
the level of the sea. A part of this route 
lies within the independent States of 
Karenee, and on this account may be 
more dangerous,—the people being little 
better than savages. 


Passing through Savage Tribes. 


We are now in sight of mountains 
which we must cross, where various wild, 
if not savage tribes live,—the Brec, Lau 
koo, Harshu and Gekho tribes,—fuller 
accounts of which I hope to give here- 
after. We have committed our way unto 
the Lord. Various providences indicate 
that this is our way, and we go forth 
with confidence and hope. The Lord 
doubtless has a people among these 
mountaineers; possibly, 1 may find some 
of them. I have engaged a Karen chief, 
who understands the dialects of these 
tribes and who is personally acquainted 
with some of them, to go with us as a 
guide for four or five days, when we hope 
to reach the Shans; but our journey will 
then be only fairly begun. 

Mrs. Bixby in the Company. 

Perhaps it will be matter of surprise 
that Mrs. Bixby should accompany me 


on such a journey. Well, if you were 
one of our company, your surprise might 


not be lessened; for the road is only a 
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footpath for Karens; still our ponies can 
go almost as well as the Karens. Thus 
far she has endured the journey quite as 
well as myself, and I doubt not she will 
go through in good health. 

If so, she will greatly increase my use- 
fulness. The women and children with- 
out her could not be reached; now they 
come in multitudes. Furthermore, when 
a@ man goes forth with his wife, the people- 
generally are less afraid of him. It is 
comparatively easy to inspire confidence. 
It is a great comfort to have her with me, 
and it is a great pleasure to her to go. 

Still, you will easily understand that 
it cost her a struggle to leave her two 
dear children. They are with our friends, 
Mr. and Mrs. Cross, and will be well 
eared for. 

We feel that we are in the path of 
duty. God's presence is with us, and we 
find here and there a Bethel. 


A Promising Village. 

One whole village, where I spent last 
Sabbath, promised to build a chapel and 
receive a teacher, the chief taking the 
lead, and Moung Ong, who is now with 
me, was chosen by the people to be their 
teacher. On our return, if they remain 
of the same mind,I shall try to spare 
him for a few months, if no more. The 
people generally are Karens, who under- 
stand Burmese, and they receive us 


gladly. 


GERMANY. 

LETTER FROM MR. ALF. 
Trials and Persecution. . 
Kiciny, Feb. 18, 1864.—It is written 
that “through much tribulation we must 
enter into the kingdom” of God. The 
truth of this I am daily made to experi- 
ence, I have again to announce fresh 
trials encountered in Poland. There are 
two things which I have recently been 
taught, and that in a very explicit man- 
ner; namely, 1. That there is a God who 
with fatherly care watches over and pro- 
tects his people. 2. That there is a dev- 
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works through and by means of the un- 
converted, stirring them to persecute the 
church and to hinder the progress of 
Christ’s kingdom. 

I have already informed you that only 
a short while ago I was dismissed from 
the prison at Pultusk, where I, along 
with the brethren there, had to endure 
great hardships. I had a variety of ills 
to contend with in prison, hunger, cold, 
vermin, and not least, temptation from 
within. At present Satan seems intent 
on having my life. There was but a 
step between me and death on the 26th 
of January. I left Adamow and went 
with my family to Kiciny, where I had 
made up my mind to live, because I have 
here an extensive field of usefulness. I 
had also in prospect the formidable jour- 
ney to Prussia, for which I had four 
months ago procured a pass. Owing to 
the distance, and because I had loads of 
books to take with me, I found it impos- 
sible to accomplish this journey on foot. 
I therefore bought a horse, for which I 
paid fifty-five Russian roubles. On the 
evening before I was to set out, this horse 
broke loose, ran away, and I have not 
seen or heard anything of him since. I 
then bought a second, for which I paid 
fifty roubles, and shall set out, God will- 
ing, on this difficult journey in the course 
of the next week. 


The Churches in Poland. 


Before my departure I felt anxious to 
visit the different stations in Poland. In 
the beginning of January I visited the 
stations behind Warsaw, Podolle, Wadis- 
law, Mroze, Lonsk and Mentnow. I 
found all hereabout only a remnant of | 
our members, many having emigrated to 
Russia during the disturbance. Others 
we had been obliged to exclude. In 
Mroze they had been all excluded except 
five souls, and three were also in a not 
very healthy state. Although I had 
had many external difficulties to contend 
with, still no danger occurred to my life ; 
and after a few days I returned in safety 
to Adamow. 


il, who as murderer, liar and deceiver, 
12 


On the day fixed for my departure I 
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baptized two souls; this detained me a 
day longer. 

False Accusations. 

On the 380th of January, I made a 
journey up the Weichsel to Bogasin, 
which nearly cost me my life. In this 
district there had been a great awaken- 
ing not very long ago, which had now 
partly subsided. Here, in the beautiful 
river Weichsel, I baptized twenty-two 
converts. As the unconverted cherished 
an intense hatred against them, a perse- 
cution naturally ensued. This was grat- 
ifying to our opponents, who immediately 
accused us to the wandering insurgents. 
One of the ringleaders happening to be 
in the neighborhood, they went to him, 
gave him money, and begged him to 
make an end of the Baptists. They 
propagated miserable calumnies against 
us; such as, that the Baptists had hewn 
-down crucifixes, burned or otherwise de- 
stroyed the sacred pictures, and called 
other churches by the name “whore,” 
and that in regard to their prayers and 
ordinances those of the Baptists were 
nothing short of idolatry ; that they them- 
selves were the alone holy and accepta- 
ble to God, &c. 

All these calumnies were readily be- 
lieved, and they lost no time in seeking 
to vent their rage upon us. They did 
not meddle with the natives resident 
there; but as soon as a stranger, and 
particularly a missionary appeared, they 
resolved upon hanginghim. During the 
summer, three of the brethren had al- 
ready been put in confinement and 
threatened with death. Again in Jan- 
uary, about fourteen days before my ar- 
rival, another attack had been made 
upon our missionary in the person of br. 

Rafalski, whom they would have killed if 

~ he had not succeeded in breaking loose 
and making off. This occurred about 
ten miles from Bogasin in Bulkow.— 
Twice were the brethren taken before 
a magistrate, who recommended them to 
go home and not to venture again within 
his boundaries. On the second visit he 
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added that owing to the excitement among 
the people, he dared not venture to pro- 
tect them. Even although an attempt 
was to be made on their lives, he could 
not prevent it. This persecution imme- 
diately extended to the different stations 
around. 
On the 30th January I met the two 
brethren Bockoski and Schulz here, 
where on the same day we held a meet- 
ing which was greatly blessed. On the 
Sabbath, the brethren from the different 
stations met in Bogasin, in much fear, it 
is true. Still most were of opinion that 
we should not be disturbed. In the fore- 
noon I preached from Acts 2: 42; in the 
afternoon from John 6 67—*“Will ye 
also go away?” After holding a church 
meeting, in which we endeavored to set 
every thing in order, we proceeded to 
the ordinance of the Supper. We had 
finished at about 10 o'clock, only regret- 
ting that the services had come appar- 
ently so soon to an end; it had been a 
blessed day to us. 
Arrest and Cruel Treatment. 
The younger members were still enjoy- 

ing themselves in singing psalms, while 
those residing at a distance were prepar- 
ing to set out on their way home. In- 
deed, many had already departed, when 
all at once five armed men burst into the 
room in search of br. Rafalski, who had 
escaped from them net long before. They 
came in front of me, holding pistols in 
their hands, and asked what sort of a 
man I was. And when I told them my 
name, they said they didn’t any more 
wish for Rafalski, they were much better 
pleased with Alf. They asked me to go 
with them. “Where?” Iasked. “You 
already know,” they replied. They then 
told me I must go to the preacher at 
Wisgorod. “It is night,” I rejoined; 
“we can wait till to-morrow.” “You 
must come now.” Two of them seized 
me by the arms and dragged me towards 
the door. A few of the brethren then 
sprang forward to prevent my being 
taken, because, when they once get a 


allowed that they were in the right, but 


person into their clutches, he seldom 


1864.] 


gets off with his life. I tore myself from 
them, ran into another room, and through 
this into an apartment at the farther 
end; but here I could find no means of 
getting out. I next perceived a cellar, 
darted into it, and hid myself as best I 
could. They followed with a light, 
searched in all directions, but could not 
find me. At length they discovered the 
cellar, the door of which they opened, 
and pointing their pistols within called 
out that if I did not immediately come 
forth, they would shoot me dead. 

I came out to face death. They seized 
me by the arms and carried me off. The 
brethren again sprang between us and 
entreated for me, but in vain. The 
struggle became every moment more 
and more violent. The enemy would 
have me out, and the brethren resisted. 
At last it came between death and life. 
My coat and vest were already in tat- 
ters. The coat I had got in Hamburg 
hung in shreds down to my feet, and I 
had nothing left but my trousers and 
shirt, the latter of which Was covered 
with blood. Br. Bankoski had received 
two wounds in the head. Another bro- 
ther had got a shot in the shoulder, the 
ball having carried off part of his coat 
without inflicting further injury. An- 
other shot was fired which lodged in the 
bed, without hurting any one. I became 
quite faint, could scarcely move, and felt 
as if my joints were dislocated. I thought 
there was nothing for me but to die. 

A sister had gone into the village to 
seek help, but nobody troubled them- 
selves about us. I called out to my ene- 
mies, “If I am to die by your hands, I 
would rather die here.” And while they 
pointed the loaded pistols at my head and 
chest, I said, “Do as you like; shoot me 
dead if you will.” Nobody fired, but 
they proceeded to drag me out, some 
seizing me by the feet, others by the 
head and shoulders, and so they went to 
work with me, just like so many wolves 
upon a poor sheep. 

In this manner they dragged me for 
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into it, while two fellows cast themselves 
down. upon me, muffling my eyes and 
closing my ears. 

Thus I was hunted forth with wild 
cries of delight. The brethren were in 
great distress, ctied after me with many 
tears, but could do nothing towards my 
rescue, farther than committing me in 
prayer to God. He alone can help when 
human help is unavailing. 

I expected to die every moment; my 
heart was filled with peace and quiet, 
and even joy. My fears had all at once 
been stilled. 

After they had driven me for about a 
mile, amid shouting and crying, they pro- 
posed to turn into the next wood, and 
then they to ask one another, 
“Where shall we hang him up?” To 
which the leader replied, “Drive to the 
Weichsel and throw him into the water 
into which he himself has recently thrown 
so many people;” referring to the twen- 
ty-two converts whom I had there a short 
time before baptized. 

The following questions were then put 
tome. 1. Whether I came from God? 
2. Whether I could speak to God? 8. 
In what manner I baptized, and for what 
reason I baptized a second time those 
who had been baptized in infancy by the 
parish minister? After I had answered 
all those questions, and they could find 
nothing further whereof to accuse me, 
they asked me to perform a miracle, some 
suggesting that I should walk on the 
water like Jesus; others, mocking, said, 

“Speak to God, and we shall hear if He 
will answer. You have no God, other- 
wise He should not have allowed you to 
fall into our hands. Where is now thy 
God? Call upon Him and He will help 
thee. See, we can do with you just what 
we like; hang you, drown you, or beat 
you’to death; who will hinder us?” I 
replied, “What good can it do you, al- 
though you should kill me? I am quite 
innocent, have done nothing to deserve 
death at your hands; and were you to 
kill me, you must be answerable for this 


about one hundred yards to the convey- 
ance which was waiting for us, threw me 


to God. My people are also innocent ; 
they have done you no injury ; you your- 
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selves hewed down the crucifixes and 
destroyed the pictures.” “And you,” 
they retorted, “deserve to be hung upon 
cross.” 

We were nearing the Weichsel; the 
Wagon was drawn up, and they accom- 
panied me on foot towards the river. 
We were already so near that we could 
see the ice; they stopped, and the leader 
asked, “How much will you give us if we 
let you free? For a hundred roubles 
you may go.” The others said, “Lay 
him down, rather, and we will give him 
a hundred blows.” I replied that I had 
no money to give, but that I wished with 
all my heart they might be led to believe 
on Jesus, and so become children of God 
and escape everlasting condemnation.— 
“Do you think then that we shall be lost, 
and only you Baptists saved?” I re- 
plied, “It is written, ‘except ye repent 
and believe on the Lord Jesus, ye cannot 
be saved.’” “Go, go,” they said, “you 
are a stupid man; how can you know 
who shall be saved or lost? If we spared 
you, you would, perhaps, be returning 
here. “To be sure, I must return to 
visit our members, and in order that otk- 
ers may be converted.” “You don’t 
convert the people; you only mislead 
them.” “I do not lead any body to lie, 
steal, or do injury to their fellow-crea- 
tures. On the contrary, that they should 
love and pray for all men.” “Do you 
pray for us, then?” “To be sure, also 
for you.” “Why don’t you pray, then, 
that we may gain the victory over the 
Russians?” “Turn to God first, and 
with his help you shall gain all, and 
heaven likewise, the true Fatherland.” 


Deliverance. 

I was then cast into a dungeon, and 
after an hour two of them returned, 
wrenched the lock, and let me out. Two 
brethren had come after me, begged for 
my life, and had given twenty-one rou- 
bles as my ransom. In the morning, 
when the others came and wished to 
know where I was, these two said that 
the Baptists had come and stolen him 
away in the night while we slept; “see, 
the lock has been forced.” 
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All this I have recently undergone. 
You and all believers must feel how 
needful it is to pray for Poland at this 
time. I baptized lately in Kiciny other 
nineteen souls, and ten more are ready 
to be baptized. Our meetings are so 
largely attended that we can hardly find 
room for all who come. We must really 
try to build a house; but the poverty is 
so great I know not where the money is 
to come from. 


FRANCE. 
LETTER FROM MR. L—. 
A Prosperous Work. 

P——, March 9, 1864.—We continue 
to be blessed in the work of God here, in 
general. P—— always affords us en- 
couragement. The meetings are well 
attended. New and serious hearers con- 
stantly attend our worship. Some seem 
to be awakened. Others have found 
peace, and will shortly be admitted to 
the church. The members exhibit strong 
faith and living piety. Blessed be God, 
that He condescends to be with us. 

Lspent the 4th Sabbath in February 
at C——, (O——-). Ten persons offer- 
ed themselves for baptism. They were 
examined before the church and a crowd 
of Catholics, all serious, some of them 
deeply moved. One man, who was going 
to shoot his wife because she came to 
hear the gospel, was present and deeply 
affected, both at her examination and 
her baptism. The examinations were 
very edifying, and the baptisms very sol- 
emn.- The same persons came again in 
the afternoon, and were so affected by 
the preaching of the gospel and by wit- 
nessing the Lord’s Supper, that many of 
them after worship gave me their ad- 
dress, and begged me to visit them at 
their own homes in C——, C——, L—— 
and P——. With God's blessing we look 
for a delightful revival in these parts. 
May the Lord help us to glorify Him. 
We hope soon to have more baptisms. 
Several persons for various causes were 
unable to present themselves last Sab- 
bath. 
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Mr. C——, our worthy evangelist, 
who takes my place at C——, writes me 
also that he has several sick persons to 
visit, some of whom are well disposed. 
This brother also informs me with joy of 
several recent cases of conversion. 

We have cause to praise the Lord, for 
He has blessed us. 

We absolutely must have more labor- 
ers, that the work may make progress. 


LETTER FROM MR. C——. 
More Helpers Needed. 

Feb. 18, 1864.—I am visiting some 
sick persons, nigh unto death. They are 
not members with us, but I think they 
have been converted during their sick- 
ness. We always have a multitude at 
our worship. If we could have an evan- 
gelist, I should like exceedingly to have 
br. V——— as a colporteur-evangelist at 
A——, where he would be very useful. 
Pray for us, and for our work, that we 
may be a steadfast, faithful, and advanc- 
ing people. 


LETTER FROM MR. B——. 


Hanger for the Gospel. 
L——,, March 1, 1864.—Four or five 
hundred persons lately came together at 
@ funeral near L——,, and listened at- 
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tentively to the solemn truths which were 
spoken by br. C——. It was the first 
time the gospel had been preached in 
that village, where the priests are ill-dis- 
posed. However, previous to this fune- 
ral, I had myself attended one at B——, 
where I also had a crowd of serious and 
attentive hearers. You can judge of the 
effect produced in that region, from the 
fact that one of our friends in the village 
being seriously sick, many desire that he 
may die, so that they may attend his fu- 
neral. 

Having received information of this 
feeling, I appointed a meeting in that 
village last Friday. The house was too 
small, and many had to remain outside. 
The day was cold, but they all staid till 
the close ; and though I spoke two hours, 
not one seemed disposed to leave. The 
number present was about 120. I am 
told by one of our brethren that there is 
a great desire in the place to know the 
truth. He even thinks if the work were 
duly cared for, a large part of the village 
would become Protestants. However 
that may be, it is certain that there is a 
field there to be cultivated which prom- 
ises well. But it is also certain that if 
the seed is only cast into the ground and 
then left to itself, it will yield little fruit. 
At least that has been our experience in 
many other places. 


MISCELLANY. 


MISSIONS OF THE GREEK CHURCH IN 
RUSSIA. 

We have been accustomed to regard 
the Greek Church as but a dead mem- 
ber of the Christian body—especially in 
respect to propagating the truth (that 
portion whichit holds) among the pagans. 
Yet for the last half century some Rus- 
sian missionaries have been laboring suc- 
cessfully among the pagans in north-east- 
ern Russia and Russian-America. This 
work seems to have grown out of a Bible 
effort in Russia by the British and For- 


eign Bible Society in the beginning of 
the present century. Inthis the Emper- 
or, Alexander L, (who gave some evi- 
dence of personal piety,) heartily co-op- 
erated, becoming himself a member of 
the Bible Society. The bishops of the 
Russian church and the abbots gave their 
sanction, and it seemed for a time that 
the Greek church was to become an effi- 
cient co-worker with the Protestant 
churches. Under this encouragement, 
several of the Protestant Missionary So- 
cieties sent laborers into parts of the 
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Russian empire. The Scotch planted 
missions in the Crimea and in Caucasia; 
the Basle Society in Georgia and Arme- 
nia; and the London Missionary Socie- 
ty in Siberia. This was after 1812, in 
the last half of the reign of Alexander 
I. At the same time the Russians sent 
forth some missionaries. In 1835 the 
ukases of Nicholas I. began to cripple 
Protestant operations, and by 1840 had 
put a stop to them all. The Russian 
missionaries have, however, carried on 
their missions in the opposite extremity 
of the empire successfully. 

The most efficient of these is Priest 
Benjamin, who commenced laboring in 
1823 on the peninsula of Alaska in Rus- 
sian-America. His main efforts at first 
were for the natives of the Aleutian Is- 
lands. He established himself, at length, 
on one of them (Unalaska), learned their 
language, translated for them part of the 
Scriptures and several religious books, 
and taught them to read and write. It 
is said that from 1830 onward, these is- 
lands rapidly turned from heathenism to 
Christianity, and to this day remain 
among the most prosperous of the Rus- 
sian missions. Priest Benjamin, after a 
time, removed to New Archangel on the 
Island of Sitka, southeast of the Aleutian 
Isles, and near the part of Russian- Amer- 
ica, which runs down the side of British- 
America. From this point he labored 
especially for the tribes on the southern 
extremity of Russian-America. Not much 
fruit was gathered by him; but founda- 
tions were laid on which other missiona- 
ries have built with success, having 
translated the gospel of Matthew and 
some religious books for the natives.— 
In 1845, one missionary, Sitziazen, 
Christianized 530 of one tribe, the Ko- 
lustres. The number who become con- 
verts here annually, since that time, has 
been about 40. The whole number of 
converts among them up to 1860, was 
estimated at 4,700. But on the whole, 
this mission is not regarded as very sat- 
isfactory. 

Greater success attended the work on 
Cook’s Sound, further north and west, 
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among the tribe of the Kenaiz. It is said 
that nearly all the tribe have embraced 
Christianity. The missionary, Nezvetoff, 
labored with good fruits among tribes 
on the rivers Kvickpack, Kooskovim 
and Nushayack, near Behring’s Straits. 
The extreme northern tribe of Russian- 
America have manifested a strong ten- 
dency towards Christianity, and as no 
missionary has yet penetrated those wilds, 
small bands of them often come to the 

southern coast for baptism. : 

In all these colonies of Russian- 
America, including the Aleutian Islands, 
there were, in 1860, 7 parish churches 
and 35 chapels, served by 27 priests. 
Of all the Russian missionaries, priest 
Benjamin is the most eminent. After 
laboring for years in Russian-America, 
he was made Archbishop of Kamschatka 
and Superintendent of all the Polar 
churches; with the title, “Innocent I.” 
His diovese is one of the largest in the 
world; but he still, though very aged, 
visits all parts of it. Dean Stanley, in 
his Eastern church, says :— 

“Innocent, Archbishop of Kamschatka, 
is to the Russian church, as the bishop of 
New Zealand is to our own, an example 
of the revived missionary spirit in their 
vast Colonial Empire. Not in canoes or 
steamers, but in reindeer sledges he trav- 
erses to and fro the long chain of pagan 
islands which unite the Northern fron- 
tiers of the Asiatic and American conti- 
nents, and has, it is said, brought many 
to the Christian faith.” 

This good archbishop resides in Kam- 
schatka, surrounded by a number of zeal- 
ous assistants, among whom some natives 
have won distinction. By their labors 
the Kamschatkadales were almost wholly 
Christianized, as early as 1847. Giving 
up nomadic life, they had settled in 
small villages, and 3,000 were attending 
the ten churches erected for them in dif- 
ferent parts of the peninsula. 

The tribe of Lamutes, on the Gulf of 
Okotsk, have also been almost wholly 
Christianized. They have three chapels 
in the towns of Okotsk and Ajan. 
Among the people of the Amoor coun- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
! 
| | 
| 
| 


1864.] 


try, a mission has been established which 
bids fair to extend its operations into 
China. 

The Christianization of Northern Asia 
is making rapid progress, and paganism 
is fast disappearing. Nearly all the tribes 
are furnishing their contingent to the na- 
tive priesthood, for the training of which 
a seminary has been established at Ja- 
kutsk. As Russia is pushing her border 
rapidly into the central regions of Asia, 
the Russian church has before her a 
most inviting and extensive missionary 
field—all within her own country. How 
much is here properly signified by “con- 
version” and “Christianization,” beyond 
giving a new name and substituting one 
form of idolatry for another, we have 
not the’ means of deciding. But, while 
in some cases it is nothing more, we hope 
in many it will be found a real change 


to a better life. This hope is inspired 


by the character of the great instrument 
in the work, Priest Benjamin, and es- 
pecially by the fact that in several local- 
ities, if not in all, the Bible has been 
translated and the natives taught to read 
it. This makes a heaven-wide difference 
between these missions of the Greek 
church and those of the Roman Catho- 
lics, where the Holy Word is not only 
not translated, but studiously excluded. 
The Spirit goes in the Word, and we 
doubt not in the above fields has to a 
greater or less extent wrought in a sav- 
ing manner. 

We give these beginnings of Russian 
missions with deep interest, and with 
much hope for the future in regard to 
Russian evangelization from within her 
own resources. This hope is inspired by 
the one fact that the Bible is allowed, 
translated, and distributed by their mis- 
sionaries. This forms a connecting link 
between the Greek and Protestant 
churches, and makes it possible for them 
to work together, as they did under Alex- 
ander I., and we trust will again under 
Alexander II, who has ordered their 
universities to make a new and correct 
translation of the Bible into the spoken 
language of the Russians. The New 
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Testament is already finished and freely 
scattered. While it was coming from 
the press, single gospels and single epis- 
tles were struck off and distributed by 
the 10,000. It is to be noted that Alex- 
ander IL. did this not at the suggestion of 
the Holy Synod, but apparently in op- 
position to their wishes. 

When Rev. Dr. Baird was sent by the 
American Bible Society to Russia, for the 
purpose of promoting the translating and 
distributing of the Sacred Oracles in Rus- 
sia, the emperor took him at once into the 
Holy Synod, then in session, and had 
the case laid fully before them. On the 
point of the suppression of the edition 
which was issued in the time of Alexan- 
der I., the priests or bishops said, “You 
know, Dr. Baird, that that was a bad 
translation.” “Yes, gentlemen, but has 
there not been time to make a better ?” 
The result was what I have stated. There 
is much hope for Russia under her pres- 
ent liberal emperor. Let all Christians 
pray for him and for her ; that those 70,- 
000,000 may be brought to the Saviour. 

—Christian World. 


RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN AUSTRIA. 

The 8th of April, 1861, will form in 
the history of the Evangelical church of 
Austria an epoch of indisputable import- 
ance. The imperial rescript, which ap- 
peared on that day, guarantees to Pro- 
testants perfect civil and religious equal- 
ity with Catholics, and announces to the 
whole Protestant world that the morn- 
ing of a better fortune is breaking upon 
achurch that has been three hundred 
years in bondage. 

This rescript promfises to the Protest- 
ants perfect freedom in regulating, con- 
ducting, and administering their, own 
ecclesiastical concerns (sec. 1), and full 
freedom in upholding their confession of 
faith in perpetuity (sec. 2); all humili- 
ating restrictions on the celebration of 
the Protestant service are hereby abol- 
ished (sec. 2) ; the unhindered importation 
of Bibles and evangelical books of all 
kinds is sanctioned (sec. 2); the admis- 
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sion of foreigners to schools and church 
positions is permitted (sec. 11) ; the rates 
hitherto levied on Protestants for the 
Catholic church are abolished (sec. 13) ; 
an alteration in that part of the Catholic 
law of marriage which is so disadvanta- 
geous to the Protestant church, is pre- 
pared (sec. 14 ;) all rules to the prejudice 
of Protestants in the enjoyment of pub- 
lic grounds, and use of public institutions, 
are annulled (sec. 17); the Protestant 
students are allowed unhindered access 
to all the German educational institutions 
(sec. 22), and permission is given to all 
sects to found religious societies within 
the country (sec. 23). 

This rescript is such an unprecedented 
thing in the history of the Austrian Pro- 
testant chnrch, that we are forced to con- 
fess that it is the Lord’s doing, and mar- 
vyellous in our eyes. 

These glad tidings were received with 
joy and with thankfulness. For if with- 
in the whole field of Germany, there is 
one church that has a claim to our sym- 
pathy, then it is the martyr-church of 
Austria. Its wide jurisdiction stretched 
at one time from the heights of the Rie- 
sen and the Carpathian mountains over 
Bohemia and Moravia, and Upper and 
Lower Austria, down even to the Alps 
of Styria, Carinthia and Carniola, and 
thence again to the shores of the Adri- 
atic sea. There was a time when almost 
the whole population of this territory was 
inclined to Protestant doctrine. On this 
large field there now remain only a few 
isolated stalks erect, which look up to us 
as if they would fain cry, “Come, brother, 
and help us.” 

- Out of the many thousands of evangel- 
ical congregations that once covered this 
vast area, there are now 200 remaining. 
They are chiefly found on the elevated 
plains, and in the valleys of those moun- 
tains, of which the woods and pits for- 
merly gave a shelter to their forefathers 
from sanguinary persecutions. 

Even at the present day woodcutters 
and stone-workers find occasionally, in 
remote dells or in hollow trunks of trees, 
yellow and weather-stained Bibles, hymn- 


books, and works of edification, which 
were evidently, at one time, used in these 
parts for religious services during the 
dead of night. Upon the people, too, the 
remembrance of these old times is still 
vividly impressed, and transmitted by 
them from generation to generation, by 
songs and narratives. 

But however small the army of Prot- 
estants now is, they must be viewed with 
regard and respect on account of their 
fathers. With the rescript of the 8th of 
April, 1861, begins a new season of the 
development of the Evangelical church 
of Germany.—Christian World. 


THE KOORDISH TRIBES. 


The Koords are the wild dwellers 
chiefly of the mountains in the eastern 
part of Turkey. They are very numer- 
ous, but, as Turkey takes no census, not 
even an approximate estimate of their 
numbers can be given. There are three 
classes, the Zaza and the Koormange, 
who each speak a language bearing the 
same name, and the Kuzzelbash, who, 
according to their location, use either one 
of the above-mentioned languages, or a 
mixture of them and the Turkish, or the 
Turkish alone. The Zaza and the Koor- 
mange are Mohammedans; the Kuzzel- 
bash, though they too, (to the Turks), 
profess to believe in the prophet, behind 
their backs curse both him and his fol- 
lowers, and have in reality a strange and 
but little understood compound of Mo- 
hammedanism, heathenism, and Christi- 
anity. They are believers in Ali, whom, 
to Christians, they confound with Jesus, 
saying that they give him this name to 
deceive the Turks. They have a sort of 
sacrament resembling the Lord’s Supper, 
in which they are said to use bread and 
wine ; but, as it is celebrated at night, and 
no one not of their own faith is allowed 
to be present, we cannot speak of it with 
certainty. From this sacrament they 
exclude those who, for any offence, are 
deemed unworthy to receive it, and by 
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so much are in advance of the nominal 
Christians of this land. They believe in 
the transmigration of souls, and that, ac- 
cording to a man’s character here, his soul 
will after death have a habitation of hon- 
or and pleasure or of dishonor and suffer- 
ing. Itis a favorite idea of theirs that 
the souls of certain men will enter don- 
keys, and, by enduring blows and hard 
work, atone for the sins of this life.— 
“Who knows,” say they, “through how 
many changes these souls of ours have 
passed !” They hold many pantheistic 
notions, supposing, among other things, 
that the divinity resides in a certain tree, 
to which their enemies, the Turks, say 
that they pay divine honors. They say 
that the divinity resides in certain of 
their number, who are called dédé or 
dada, and to whom they pay great honor. 

An illustration of these pantheistic no- 
tions, and at the same time, of the readi- 
ness and even the earnest desire of some 
of these poor people to learn the truth, is 
afforded in an interview which I recent- 
ly had with one of their number. A 
member of our Theological School en- 
tered my room, saying, “I met a Koord 
in the market-place, who says that he 
must see one of the missionaries. What 
shall I do ?” 

“Bring him in,” I replied, and in a 
few moments a white-bearded, venera- 
ble-looking man entered, and at once 
prostrated himself upon the floor, and, 
before I could prevent it, kissed my feet. 

When I said to him, “Stand up! I, too, 
am but a man—-worship God!” he re- 
plied : 

“Ido. You are God.” 

“No, no!” I replied, “I am, like you, 
a poor sinner, who have come to tell you 
of Christ, the only Saviour.” 

“You are Christ,” he replied, with 
much earnestness. 

Supposing him to be insane, I asked 
the young man who brought him whether 
it was not so. or 

“I know not,” he replied. “When he 
saw me, and learned who I was, he said 
‘you must take me to one of the mission- 
aries,’ and the people in the market told 
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me that he had before made the same 
request of them.” 

The fact was he was giving me the hon- 
or of one of their dadas. I then learned 
from him, when briefly told, the following 
story, the truth of which I have since 
learned from others. He is one of seven 
or eight persons in the Kuzzelbash village 
of Meughi, some ten miles distant, who 
have for some years been convinced that 
their system of religion is false and worth- 
less, and that the truth is with us. They 
came to this conclusion, not by hearing, 
but only by hearing about, our preaching. 
Their fellow villagers call them Protest- 
ants. When I asked the Koord what he 
wished from me, he replied : 

“I wish you to tell me how to be saved.” 

For an hour or so I then preached 
Christ to him, and finally told him that 
he would find these and other things writ- 
ten in God’s Book, which I would sell 
him. True to his Koordish nature he 
told a lie, saying “I have no money.” 
But, when I fixed my eyes on him, and 
said “Don’t lie, but show me your money,” 
he took out his purse, containing some 
nine shillings, and gave it to me. I then 
set before him the sin of lying, and asked 
him whether he wished to buy the book. 
He said yes, and paid me for it. The 
young student then led in prayer, and 
at first the old man said “Amen, amen!” 
Then “Right! that is right!” and at 
length became so earnest in uniting in 
the petition that it was difficult to tell 
which was leading in the prayer. 

He then left, promising to come again. 
A few days afterwards he, with some 
other Koords, meeting one of our help- 
ers upon the road, told him of the Tes- 
tament, and that because of it the villa- 
gers threatened to drive him from the 
village. He at the same time openly 
avowed his faith in Christ as the only 
Saviour. 

The name of Aligako, a chieftain re- 
siding some thirty miles north from Khar- 
poot, has been frequently mentioned.— 
He has a Bible in his house, and professes 
to be governed by its teachings so far as 
he knows them, and has been anxious to 
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have a teacher reside among his people. 
We once sent a professedly converted 
Turk thither; but he lacked the faith 
and zeal needed to labor in such a field, 
and soon left, and, for more than four 
years, Aligako and his people have been 
alone. A member of our church, a man 
who, in past years, has suffered much for 
the gospel’s sake, recently offered to go, 
and we decided to send him on a visit of 
exploration to Aligako’s people. Ac- 
companied by another helper he went, 
and was joyfully received by the chief, 
who showed a room which he had built 
for a school. With some fifty Koords 
they spent till midnight talking of the 
gospel, all giving interested attention, as 
they did during the two days spent 
among them. But I am sorry to say 
that the teacher could not remain. A 
neighboring tribe was making war upon 
them, and had slain two of their men, 
and, in revenge, the relatives of the slain 
men had, contrary to the orders of Ali- 
gako, slain one of the other party. The 
chief said, “If my conscience would al- 
low me to take vengeance on my ene- 
mies, I have men enough to go and de- 
stroy them ; but I have learned from the 
gospel that it is not right, and thus my 
hands are tied. What shall I do? I 
shall only defend myself in case they at- 
tack me.” 

The warfare of the Koords is of the 
guerilla kind, their attacks being by night, 
or from ambush upon small parties of 
men, or single travellers, or men at work 
in the fields, so that we fear that a long 
time may elapse, ere Aligako will have 
peace again. Leaving him, our brethren 
visited several other chieftains, and were 
by all received with the greatest cordi- 
. ality. The wife of one, in her husband’s 
absence, when they proposed to pass on 
without stopping, replied, “What should 
I say to my husband, if I let you goaway 
without enjoying our hospitality ?”— 
Speaking of the hope they had, that 
teachers would come among them, she 
said, “Why do you leave us in this dark- 
ness? Will not our blood be required 
at your hands ?” 
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At the house of one of the chiefs our 
brethren met an Armenian blacksmith, 
who travels from place to place among 
them, working at his trade, and who 
said, “The Khoords are all of one mind. 
All desire that the missionaries would 
send them teachers.” It cannot be doubt- 
ed that there is a very general readi- 
ness there to listen to the gospel message. 

But let me caution the reader against 
inferring too much from these things. 
One trouble, and quite a serious one it is 
too, is that when we speak of such en- 
couraging tokens, it is certainly very far 
from true that all who manifest an in- 
terest in the truth are ready to receive 
it, and that the missionary work is about 
done among those who have yet the al- 
phabet of the gospel to learn. We know 
not that there is among the Koords a 
single man ready to receive the truth in 
the love of it ; but, for some reason, some 
among them are ready to receive religious 
teachers ; and, be their motives what they 
may, we may hope that good results 
would follow sending the right men to 
tell them the way of life. From 15l. to 
18/. annually would pay the expense of 
the person before mentioned as ready to 
labor among them.—Christian Work. 


In Alexandria the Americans have a 
zealous and devoted missionary, with a 
station and schools in a prosperous con- 
dition; the German deaconesses have a 
hospital for the sick, and endeavor to 
bring Christian influences among their 
patients as far as is practicable. The 
church of Scotland have a school also in 
Alexandria, which, though the pupils are 
in great part Levantines, is open to na- 
tives, and probably receives a mixture of 
all nations. 

In Cairo there are the American Mis- 
sion, the German Brothers’ Mission, the 
agent of the Moslem Society, and Miss 
Whately’s Ragged School for Moslem 
girls. All these, though quite independ- 
ent, yet are animated by one spirit; and 
looking on the differences of church 
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forms, and minor arrangements in work, 
as trifles when compared with their great 
object of bringing souls to the knowledge 
of Christ, they rejoice in each other’s suc- 
cess, and are on the most friendly terms. 

The American mission in some respects 
succeeded to that of the Church Missiona- 
ry Society, which was the first Protestant 
effort in Egypt. It is now not much less 
than thirty years since the first missiona- 
ry to the Copts set foot in Cairo; his task 
was attended with all the difficulties 
which beset the pioneer in a new scene 
of action ; and according to the idea then 
so prevalent, that the eastern churches 
might easily be induced to reform, he was 
charged rather to endeavor to improve 
the Copt people than to change their 
whole views and plainly show them their 
errors, and, above all, to maintain friend- 
ly relations with the priesthood, in the 
hope that these might be induced to un- 
dertake the improvement and reforma- 
tion of the long-corrupted church. This 
hope proved delusive ; and, though a cer- 
tain amount of education was given to 
many scholars of both sexes, and several 
Copts became attendants on an evening 
class at the Mission House, no such re- 
sults as had been looked for took place, 
and at length the Society withdrew their 
mission entirely, on the resignation of 
their agent, the Rev. Mr. Liede, whose 
age and infirm health unfitted him for 
any exertions. 

The American Mission had been 
settled for some time in Cairo when 
the English Mission was broken up; 
but their success was greatly in- 
creased when the whole female school 
and many of the former scholars of the 
boys’ school, came to them from the “old 
mission house ;” the furniture of the old 
schools was very liberally placed at their 
disposal, and every aid their predecessors 
in the field could afford was cheerfully 
given. They had the advantage of some 
natives partially trained and accustomed 
to the order of a school, and some agents 
who were prepared to become useful as- 
sistants by knowing already how to read 
the Scriptures, &. Their mission has 
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steadily progressed year by year, and in- 
creased in its operations ; they now pos- 
sess a large house, given by the late vice- 
roy, and have a chapel, attended by a 
small congregation (partly Copts, partly 
Syrians settled in Cairo), some of whom 
are communicants and have openly pro- 
fessed themselves Protestants, and three 
schools—one for boys and two for girls— 
all well attended and flourishing. By 
pursuing a bolder and simpler course 
than that formerly attempted, and openly 
showing the Coptic people that their 
church is sunk in error, and urging them 
to throw off their shackles and come out 
of her, they meet both with more opposi- 
tion and more success. Latterly the 
zealous and excellent Christian ladies 
who are teachers to the girls’ schools, 
have had cause to rejoice over some dear 
young converts who have been led by the 
Holy Spirit to cast in their lot with the 
people of God, and who have in some 
cases had to bear much persecution, but 
yet stand firm, and show by their lives 
that their conversion is real. 

The German Brothers are from that 
association which sends out pious artisans 
who devote as much time to mission work 
as is compatible with earning their sub- 
sistence, either in part, or entirely after 
a certain time; the regulations I am not 
fully acquainted with, nor how the system 
in general answers; but I believe the 
brothers in Cairo are very zealous and 
Christian men who have been diligent in 
studying the language, so that though 
their mission is not of long standing (about 
three years, I believe), they can read the 
Scriptures to the people ; they also have 
a small school for native boys. 

The Moslem Society of London have 
for nearly two years employed an agent 
to preach and read among the Moham- 
medan population, a branch of Christian 
labor harder than any other in Egypt, 
and previously unattempted as a distinct 
work. A single agent, without a house 


_or even a room to receive inquirers be- 


longing to his mission, and with no school 
as a centre for the work and a means of 
training future assistants, seemed indeed 
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like a drop of water in an ocean, so great 
is the majority of Moslems over any other 
denomination in Egypt, and so deeply 
are they sunk in ignorance and fenced 
by bigotry and superstition. But many 
great and glorious works have had but 
asmall beginning, and the Society were 
fortunate in finding an agent (a native of 
Syria, educated in the American Mission) 
of no common degree of talent, and de- 
voted in heart and soul to the Lord’s 
work, and bearing a high moral and 
Christian character, who might say with 
Obadiah, “I, thy servant, serve the Lord 
from my youth.” Latterly this mission- 
ary has been assisted by a younger 
brother, who is employed by Miss Whate- 
ly as agent for her school, and is supported 
by a private friend, in order that the 
Moslem agent may not have to struggle 
single-handed against the host of difficul- 
ties which beset his path. The want of 
a centre such as a mission-house or school 
affords, is felt as a hindrance to progress 
in the work; but considering the very 
short time the mission has been in Cairo, 
those who are well acquainted with the 
field of action, and with Mohammedans 
in general, indecd consider that it is a 
very hopeful as well as an interesting 
work, though it may be that a long time 
will yet elapse before the seed now sown 
will be reaped. God alone knows the 
times and the seasons; but it is cheering 
to know that his gospel is being brought 
before the blinded followers of the false 
prophet ; and that though the missiona- 
ries meet with occasional persecution and 
much indifference, they do succeed in 
assembling hearers, and are frequently 
asked to produce the Scriptures and read. 
In the coffeehouses of the city especially, 
_ im the evenings and afternoons they 
have audiences varying from twenty to 
even a hundred men, chiefly of the poor- 
est classes (for it is the poorer coffee- 
houses that are most crowded, and where 
they find the most attentive listeners). 
Here they commence perhaps by reading 
the beautiful story of Joseph, or of Moses 
(the favorite hero of Egyptian legends), 
and then proceed, when the ears of the 
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people are secured, to read from the gos- 
pels, and speak plainly of Jesus as the on- 
ly Saviour of sinners. In the country vil- 
lages there is usually great willingness to 
listen, but owing to the expense of loco- 
motion, and the impossibility of obtaining 
a night’s lodging with them (the peasants, 
Copt as well as Moslem, being too exclu- 
sive to admit a stranger to the shelter of 
their filthy mud dwelling-places !), these 
can only be visited at intervals and under 
difficulties easily understood by any who 
have travelled much in Egypt. There 
has been, however, a considerable interest 
raised in two or three villages within a 
few miles of Cairo, and Miss Whately has 
endeavored to assist this work by visit- 
ing the poor women who are of course 
more ignorant and degraded than the 
men; and though the distance and the 
town occupations prevent anything like 
a regular system of instruction, she is 
able frequently to win the attention of a 
small circle of women and girls to some 
of the simplest parts of the gospels. 

Miss Whately’s school was opened with 
a special view to Moslem girls of the 
lower classes; a few Copts who wish to 
attend from its proximity to their houses, 
are allowed to be among the scholars ; but 
her system of instruction is adapted as 
far as possible to the Moslem children. 
It is only a few months since a regularly- 
trained and efficient teacher, understand- 
ing both English and Arabic, was found 
by the superintendent, who had for a 
year previously had no assistants but na- 
tives, ill-educated, ignorant of school dis- 
cipline, and only able to afford a very 
partial degree of aid in the work, so that 
we can hardly as yet judge fairly of what 
the school can effect ; but it already num- 
bers an average of thirty pupils or there- 
abouts, many more being on the list, but 
irregular, as are ‘ragged scholars” almost 
everywhere. Most of these are young 
children, the very early marriages in 
Egypt making it desirable to get scholars 
as early as possible. The teacher is anx- 
ious to bring them on, and has already a 
few who can read, beside the grades of 
spellers and alphabet learners; they all 
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receive Scripture instruction daily, as 
well as the learning of texts by heart; 
and it is touching to hear the voices of 
little Moslems, some not yet able to speak 
plain, lisping out, in their own language, 
“Jesus said, ‘I am the way, the truth and 
the life. No man cometh unto the Father 
but by me.’” The Holy Spirit may and 
we trust will one day cause the words to 
sink into their hearts and lead them to 
seek the fold of the Good Shepherd. 
The utter indifference of Moslem par- 
ents as to the education of girls—nay, 
the actual dislike of many among them 
to let girls know anything except sewing 
or bread-making, is of course a great diffi- 
culty ; the scholars have frequently to be 
sought for, and their mothers coaxed and 
talked to, before they can be got to come 
to school, or to return, when a fit of lazi- 
ness has kept them away. Their nature 
is by no means deficient in affectionate- 
ness, nor is it found hard to interest them 
for the time in general ; but to keep up 
interest, to retain an impression, is ex- 
ceedingly difficult. Their miserable hab- 
itations, and the filth in which their poor 
children live, is what a. European can 
hardly conceive to be compatible, as it 
often is, with tolerable means and com- 
paratively respectable character. The 
best hope for the Egyptians, as regards 
civilization, is work among the children ; 
for adults, reading and disseminating 
the Scriptures, which when it goes hand- 
in-hand with schools is likely, by God’s 
grace, to produce a change sooner or 
dater. While using outward means we 
would not by any means forget or under- 
value prayer; but we believe some earn- 
est Christians have been led latterly to 
make Egypt a subject of special prayer 
to God, and are thus strengthening the 
hands of those who are laboring there ; 
and we believe all the mission agencies 
alluded to are carried on by Christians 
who know that without Christ they can 
do nothing, and may therefore feel a sure 
hope that our prayer-hearing God will 
call out a people who shall “speak the 
language of Canaan in five cities of the 
land of Egypt.”—Christian Work. ; 
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MADAGASCAR. 

Encouraging State of the Mission Churches. 

“With regard to the prospects of the. 
mission among the people,” says Mr. Si- 
bree, “nothing can be more encouraging. 
The five chapels are crowded every Sun- 
day, and two more are in course of erec- 
tion. Both adults and children are eager 
for knowledge, and there is perfect liber- 
ty of action. A very large population in 
villages around the capital are ready for 
the gospel; for heathenism here seems 
never to have had that all-absorbing 
power and influence which most systems 
of idolatry have. As far as I can see, 
there is little to be displaced by the gos- 


pel, except the natural enmity of the hu- — 


man heart; and I believe it is welcomed 
as a bright revealer of certainties in place 
of the shadowy vagueness of their former 
belief. 

“The church at Analakely being with- 
out a European superintendent,” writes 
Mr. Pearse, “at the request of the mem- 
bers of that church I have consented to 
occupy that position for atime. Here the 
field of usefulness is large ; but at present 
all that I can do is to read the Scriptures 
and announce the hymns at our public 
services, and consult with the native 
preachers and deacons on matters con- 
nected with the church. 

“The building in which we worship 
will hold about one thousand persons, and 
is usually quite full. There are one hun- 
dred and eighty members belonging to 
the church, and at our church meeting 
held last Wednesday ten persons were 
proposed for membership. For these to- 
kens that the work of the Lord is pros- 
pering among us you will gladly join in 
thanking the great Head of the church, 
and, with your thanksgiving, will join 
with your distant brethren in supplication 
that a still greater measure of the Spirit 
may be poured out on Madagascar, and 
that to our churches many more may ws 
added of such as shall be saved. 

“The building in which we worship is 
a rude structure of mud and rushes, and 
would doubtless offend the eyes of many 
in England who are accustomed to wor- 


| 
| 
| | 

| 
| 
| 


ship in chapels and churches upon the | 


erection of which, skill and art have been 
bestowed ; but for the natives of Mada- 
gascar, many of whom live in houses 
erected of the same materials, it answers 
very well, although I shall hail the erec- 
tion of a more substantial building and 
shall feel that during this season of the 
year I am in less danger of getting a 
shower-bath during the hours of worship, 
than I am under the present rather po- 
rous roof. 

“ Additions are still made to our church- 
es,” says Mr. Ellis, “of such as we have 
reason to hope are, in the judgment of 
charity, converted to Christ, and partak- 
ers of spiritual life, though that life be 
but feeble, and, in some of its manifesta- 
tions, obscure. The majority of those 
from without, who now frequent our 
places of worship on the Sabbath and at 
other times, are many of them such as 
have been halting between two opinions, 
but are seeking reasons to decide for 
Christ, coming to hear and ascertain for 
themselves what Christianity is; and 
though the greater portion of these may 
as yet be but apparent or external ad- 
herents to Christianity, they come within 
the influence of the gospel, and their 
growing numbers render not only our 
hope of the future increase of the church 
stronger, but the improbability of perse- 
cution for Christ’s sake greater every 
day. 

“The country remains quiet, the gov- 
ernment is apparently becoming settled, 
and no relaxation on the part of the Sov- 
ereign and others in visible devotedness 
to the idols is manifest. No impediment 
is offered or allowed to the perfectly free 
action of the Christians, alike in the en- 
joyment of their own privileges, and their 

_ efforts to extend the gospel to others. 

“Never were the people more -free to 
worship whom and what they please,” 
says Mr. Stagg, “than they are at the 
present; and many high officers now oc- 
casionally attend the house of prayer 
who never did so in the time of the late 
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LETTERS, &c., FROM MISSIONARIES. 


Burmah. 


Mautmain.—J. Wank, Nov. 4 (2),—C. 
BARD, Sept. 7 (2), 21 (2), Oct. 23 (2), Nov. 9, 
15 (2), 21 (2), Dec. 23 (2).—Jan, 29.—J. M. 
HAswkE 1, Aug. 25, Sept. 16, Nov. 29, Dec. 9, 
Jan. 19, 27, Feb. 8, 25. 

Touncoo.—F. Mason, Aug. 5, 6; 7, 14 (2), 
15, 18 (2), 20, Sept. 3, 5, 7, 13, Oct. 2, 23, Nov. 
3, 9, 19, Dec. 4, 16.—E. B.’Cross, Aug. 4, Se 
9, Oct. 27 (2), Nov. 11, Dec. 25, Jan. 13 (2), 21, 
29.—M. H. Bixsy, July 13, Sept. 1, Noy. 20, 


23, 27, Dec. 1, 28. 

Rancoon.—E. A. Stevens, Nov. 6, 14, 28, 
Dec. 9 (2), 15, 28 (2), Jan. 11, 12, Feb. 10, 11. 
—J. G. Binnry, Oct. 24, Nov.’ 12; 13, 26, Dec. 
9, Feb. 2 (2).—Mrs. Incas, Aug. 25, Oct. 24, 
Nov. 14 (2), Dee. 13.—D. L. Brayton, Nov. 
4, 12, Dec. 15, Jan. 13.—C. Bennett, Aug. 12, 

, Sept. 11, 27, Nov. 14 (2), Dec. 26, Jan. 9— 
A. T. Rosr, Nov. 26, 27, C, H. Carp 
Sexe. 9, 22, Oct. 21, Dec. 81, Jan. 5, 18, 19. 

ASSELN.—H. L. VAN Nov. 10 
Dec. 25, Jan. 24.—J. L. DouGiass, Nov. 
Dec. 7, Jan. 14. 

Prome.—E. Krxcarp, Aug. 20, Nov. 13, 14, 
29, Dec. 16.—T. Simons, Oct. 19, 21, Jan. 5, 12. 

Henruapa.—B. Cc. Tuomas, Aug. 10, 23, 
Sept. 18, Oct. 19 (2), Nov. 13, 26, Dec. 10.—A. 
R. R. CRAWLEY, Oct. 19, 25, Nov. 10, 27, Dec. 
16, Jan. 20 (2). 

Assam. 

M. Bronson, 25, Oct. 1,9, 10, 31, Nov. 
25, Dec. 22, Jan. 1, 23, Feb. 3 (2).—E. P. Scorr, 
Aug., — 27, Oct. 24, Jan. 4; 25, Feb. 4.— 
Mrs. S., Aug. 22, Jan. 14.—W. Waxp, Nov. 2, 
21, 24, Dec. 16, Jan. 12, Feb. 5.—Mrs. W., Dec. 


16, Jan. 9. 
Teloogoos. 


F. A. Doverass, Aug. 6, Nov. 9, 10, 23, Dec. 
10, Jan. 21. +10, £2, 


8. J. Smrrn, 
A . 19. 20 Nov. 5.— 
Mrs. S., six articles for the Mace no 
date. 
China. 
J. W. Jonnson, July 24, 4, Oct. 1, 27, 


Nov. 24, Jan. 22, Feb. 4. R. TeLrorp, Aug. 

20, Oct. 28, Dec. 23.—Wm. Asumorz, Aug. 

22, Dec. 9, 15, 21.—M. J. Know ron, Sept. 

(3), 29 (2), Oct. 22, Nov. 3, 23, Dec. 3, 22, 30, 
an. 11.—H. Jenkins, Nov. 6, 23, Jan. 7. 


France. 

A. 9, 20, Jan. 14.—J. B. Creriy, 
Aug. 15, Nov. 5, Dec. 29.—V. Leroups, Dec. 
22, Jan. '15 (2), Mar. 9.—J. Oct. 29 
Jan. 4. 
Germany. 

J. G. Oncken, Aug. 21, 
Nov. 28, Feb. 15, Mar. 11.—G. W. 


4, Oct. 27 
LEHMANN 
Sept. 10.—G. T. Mar 


DONATIONS. 


RECEIVED IN APRIL, 1864. 
Maine. 


,» Ist ch. and per 

m. Read, for Asiati 
18.35; feuds for Asiatic 
Village ch., per 


q 
q 
q 
q 
q 
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1864.) 


Geo. Hull tr., 40.60; Monson, 
ch., Mr. Daniel Rice 5; Sab- 
batusville, Rev. Wm. E. Noyes 


New Hampshire. 

Stratham, Rev. Jacob Tuck, Ju- 

bilee offering, 2; Dover, Frank- 

lin st. ch. 13; East Jafire , ch., 

per Rey. F. Merriam, 2; Clare- 
mont, Miss Swazey, Jubilee 


45 
Vermont. 
Fairfax, New Hampton Inst. 
Rev. James Upham 30; tee 
land, ch., per Dea. I. Murray 
62; Bartonsville, @ friend of 
missions 3; 
Massachusetts. 
wrence, M. B., quar. contrib., 
5; Waltham, a triend 1; Or- 


R. 5; 

Boston North Asso., Woburn, 1st 
ch., Fem. Miss. soc., to su 
nat. yee in Rev. Dr. Binney’s 
theol. school, Rangoon, Bur- 
mah, 25; Charlestown, Ist ch., 
per Chs. E. Daniels tr., 13; 

Boston South Asso., Dorchester, 
2nd ch., Geo. Elliot tr., 33; 
Boston, Harvard st. ch., per 
Dea. John Putnam, Jubilee of- 
fering, 10; 

Worcester Asso., Worcester, 
Pleasant st. ch., L. Rass tr., 
mon. con. 50; Northboro’, ch., 
of wh. 72 is Jubilee offering 

Colony Asso., So. Hanson, 
ch. 1; W. Bridgewater, Mrs. 
Mary F. Lincoln 1; So. ome 
ton, ch., Edwin Gurney tr., 2 


60; 
Franklin Asso., J. B. Bardwell 


tr. 
Sturbridge Asso., Wal 
Jubilee’ offer. 


ing 
Salem Asso., East Gloucester, 
ch., per Kev. A. Dunn, 


Connecticut, 
Stonington Borough, ch., of wh. 
25 is fr. 5. B. Grant, for sup. 
of nat. Karen pr., 56.58; Nor- 
wich, Central ch., per B. T. 


Yates, ch., per L. Martin, 29.05 
Olean, ch., per Rev. A. L. Farr, 
Jubilee offering, 10; Greece, a 
friend 30; Gorham, Bethel ch., 

r Rey. P. 5. Hill, 32.25; Sa- 
lefork, a friend 1; New York 
lock, D.D. 


"175.05 
10.00 


ing, 200 ff. Sab. sch.» 100 of 
: is for sup. of Smith Chris- 


tie and 100 Jubilee a 250.00 
Hudson River North Asso., Wa- 


Donations. 


terford, Thomas I. Eddy 
Hudson River South Asso. »Brook- 
lyn, W. P. Groom, mon. sub., 
ior sup. of br. Knowlton, Ning- 
, China, 75; Washington 
yu ch., bal. 26.52; Mrs. G. 
Robinson 5; New York, L. 
Knowlton 25; Concord st. ch. 
4.97; Cannon st. ch. 23; Pier- 
nt st. ch. 10; Hanson Place 
sup. nat. pr., care 

194.49 


3.00 
Hudson River Central Asso., Miss 
L. L. Booth 3; Sing Sing, Fem. 
Miss. Soc., to sup. nat. pr., 70; 73.00 
Cortland Asso., Homer, ch. 78.55 
Asso., Hamilton, ch., 


Worcester Asso., D. Starkweath- ose 
er 
Black River Asso., Watertown, 
h 25.00 


ch. . 
Saratoga Asso., Ballston Spa, ch. 37.00 
New York Asso., Kingstreet ch. 

11; Port Austin, ch. 4.54; 15.54 
Orleans Asso., East Carleton, ch. 3.50 


le for distrib. of 
Bibles and Testaments am 


East N. J. Asso., Bloomfield, 
Sab. sch., little girl’s Jubilee 
offering, 

Central N. J. Asso., Hightstown, 
> 4415; Sandy ch. 


1.00 


57.15 


Abingto Asso., Damascus, Ist 
ch., Jubilee offering, 
Centre Asso., Altoona, ch., of wh. 
a tr. Sab. sch., Jubilee of- 
ering, 
Central Asso., Pughtown, ch. 2- 
66; Nantmeal, ch., of wh. 1 is 
for Bibles, 8.05; 10.71 
Miscellaneous, Anthony town- 
ship, Ger. Bap. brothers 4.00 
North Philadelphia Asso., Enon, 
ch. 1; W. Calm 2; German- 
town, ch., of wh. 5 is fr. Rev. 
and Mrs. J. N. Brown D.D., 
and 50 cts fr. Mary E. Brown, 
Jubilee offering, 5.50; 
Philadelphia Asso., Mariners’ ch. 
1; Beakleyville, ch. 3; Chester, 
ch., Jubilee offering, 7.05; Phil- 
adelphia, Tenth ch., of wh. 22 
is tr. Rev. J. A. Warne, for 
sup. of Shapau, care Rev. 
Dr. Mason, Toungoo, 
23; a triend, for sup. of nat. 
Karen pr., care Rev. Dr. Ma- 
son, Toungoo, Burmah, 30; 
Mrs. C. A. L., of wh. 6 is for 
nat. pr., 15; 


191 
129.95 
Chenango Asso., Mrs. Jane A. 
85.00 
11.00 
38.00 
—— 916.13 
New Jersey. 
the destitute, per Kev. 
Stelle, 15.00 
| 
— 73.15 
23.60 Pennsylvania. 
St. Clair, Welsh ch. Rev. 
15.41 Wm. Morgan, 10.00 
. Bradford Asso., Towanda, ch. 5- 
.25; Columbia and Wells, ch. 
9.00 
7.60 
— 273.11 
50; 106.58 
New York. 
10; Rome, Ist ch., per Rev 
‘ David Bellamy, 62.75; 
Buffalo Asso., Strykersville, 
per H. Webster tr., 
Monroe Assv., Rochester, Ist ch., 
of wh. 50 addl. is Jubilee offer- 
— 143.86 


Illinois, 
Asso., St. ch. 
6; in, ch., of wh. 2 is Jubi- 


lee offering, 3; 9.00 


Fox River Asso., Morris, ch. 12- 
90; Aurora, lst ch., of wh. 11- 
42 is fr. Sab. sch., 22.52; Bris- 


tol, ch. 12; 47.42 


Ottawa Asso., Tiskilwa, ch., of 
wh. 1 is for Rev. E. P. Scott's 
Mikir school, Nowgong, As- 


sam, 2.00 
Rock River Asso., Rock River, 
Springticld Asso., Springfield, 1s 

n S80. 


Bloomington, Sarah E. Wilson 


Indiana. 
Lowell, ch., Mrs. Blayney, Jubi- 

lee ofiering, 2; Indianapolis, 

Co. B., 5th Kegt. V. RK. C., 

Burnside Barracks, James 

Field 5; Indianapolis, Co. B., 

5th Regt. V. R. C., Burnside 

Barracks, 8. 8. Day 1; 8.00 
Madison Asso., Madison, ch. 30; 

Vernon, ch., Wilson Madox 3; 33.00 
= Run Asso., Vevay, J. 8. 

hiebaud, to sup. a Mikir bo’ 

in Rev. P. Scott's 

Nowgong, Assam, 25.00 

Towa. 
Davenport Asso., Iowa city, ch. 5.00 
Keokuk Asso., Denmark, Sab. 

sch., tow. sup. of nat. pr., care 

Rev. E. A. Stevens, goon, 

Burmah, 
Linn Asso., Rogers Grove, ch., 

25 cts.; Vinton, ch. 4.50; 4.75 
Oskaloosa Asso., Coal Creek, ch. 3.75 
Upper Des Moines Asso., Swede 

end, ch., Jubilee offering, 4; 

Brooxfield, Williams 5; 9.00 

St. Asso., 
Joseph’s River (West) 
Cassapolis, ch. 


Minnesota. 
Minnesota Asso., Lakeland, ch., 
a thank offering 1; Hasti 
ch., Sab. sch., tow. sup. ofa 
colporteur in Nowgong, As- 


sam, 16; 17.00 
Chatfield, of wh. 50 cts. is fr. 


Mark W. Hopkins and 2.50 fr. 
Wm. Sinclair, Money Creek, 
ch., Jubilee offering, 3.00 


Ohio. 

Delaware, ist ch., James Eaton 
tr., col. 20; Painesville, ch., of 
wh. 7.85 is Jubilee offering, 13- 
58 mon. con., and 4.09 fr. Sab. 
sch., of wh. 1.53 is Jubilee 
offering, per 8. B. Webster, 
25.52; Cincinnati, Union Miss. 
ch., per T. J. Melish, 18; Gran- 
vile, ch., of wh. 17.75 is quar. 
contrib. of 104.30; 
Prospect, George, 
poster, 25; Warren, ch., Jubi- 
offering, 74.27; Andover 
Williamstield, ch., per Lu- 


Donations. [June, 1864. 
ther R. 9 6; 273.09 
Mad River -» King’s Creek, 
ch. 10.00 
Meigs Creek Asso., Ne ch, 15.00 
Miami Asso., Franklin, ch. 60.00 


91.17 


30.50 


20.00 


Wisconsin. 

Janesville Asso., Union ch., of 

wh. 2 is fr. Rey. A. Whitman, 5.00 
Lake Shore Asso., Waukesha, ch. 

27.70; Sheboygan Falls, ch., of 

wh. 3 is fr. Sab. sch., 17.30; 45.00 
La Crosse Asso., Sparta, lst ch., 

Jubilee offering, addl., 


Oregon. 
McMinnville, Rev. Geo. C. Chan- 
dier, per Rey. E. T. Hiscox, 5.00 
Virginia. 
Camp Sedgewick, N. V. H., 1.00 
Maryland. 
Baltimore, High st. Sab. sch., 
Jubilee offering, Thomas M. 
Ward tr., 13.20 
District of Columbia. 
Washington, Sergt. H. P. Eddy, 
Co. F., 9th N. Y. cavalry, per 
J. M. Derby, 1.00 
Kentucky. 
Lexington, Wm. M. Pratt, Jubi- 
lee offering, 5; Georgetown 
Mrs. Margaret H. Ewing, of 
wh. 1 ea. is in memory of her 
father, Gen. Richard M. Gano, 
and her husband, Robert M. 
Ewing, and for her brothers, 
Dr. Stephen F. and John A. 
Gano, Jubilee offering, 5; 10.00 
France. 


Mission churches, per Rev. A. 
Dez, French missionary, Eng- 
land, per Mr. Gurney, 6758 
francs, 45 cent.; Greenwich, 
Eng., per Rey. B. Davies, 125 
fr. 50 cent.; England, sundry 
friends 296 fr. 35 cent.; Paris, 
ch. 507 fr. 50 cent.; Chelles, 
ch. 65 fr.; Denain, ch. 15 fr. 
20 cent.; Chauny, ch. 60 fr.; 
Lafere, ch. 206 fr. 65 cent.; 
Verberie, ch. 55 fr.; Mr. Le- 
poids 48 fr. 75 cent.; 8136 fr. 
40 cent.; 


_ Legacies. 

Albany, N. Y., Wm. Soulden, 
bal., per W. 5. McIntosh Exr., 
by Rev. O. Dodge, agent, 143.84 

Zanesville, O., Peter Mills, in 

part, per E. T. Cox and Alex- 

ander Sullivan, Exrs., by Geo. 

Gault Esq. 

Lucas, 0., Miss Rachel Ride- 
nour, per Dea. J. Ridenour, 
by Rey. 5. M. Osgood, agen 

Omro, Wis., Mrs. Cook, per W. 
8. Cook, for Rev. E. P. Scott's 
Mikir school, by Rey. 8. M. 
Osgood, agent, 


—— 52.00 

— 

q 

4 66.00 ° 

5.00 

q 1,535.07 

q $3,933.51 

q — 


